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World Cup
Protests
A Booming Business
A new Pew Poll finds that the "national mood in Brazil is grim following a year in
which more than a million people have taken to the streets of major cities across the
country to protest corruption, rising inflation and a lack of government investment in
public services such as education, health care and public transportation, among
other things." 61% of Brazilians feel that hosting the World Cup is a "bad thing
because it takes money away from public services" vs. just 34 percent who think it's
a "good thing because it creates jobs." It appears to be of little interest to Blatter or
other FIFA execs that this trophy has come on the backs of 200,000 low income
people being forcefully evicted from their homes to make room for the event,
8 construction workers dying in the frenzied rush to erect stadiums on time,
or 14 billion dollars in Brazilian taxpayer money being spent on the tournament in
the face of poverty, inequality, and widespread social issues within Brazil."
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PROUT
PROGRESSIVE

UTILIZATION

THEORY

Fundamental Principles :
1.

No individual
should be allowed
to accumulate any
physical wealth
without the clear
permission or
approval of the
collective body.

2.

There should be
maximum
utilization and
rational distribution
of all mundane,
supra mundane and
spiritual
potentialities of the
universe.

3.

There should be
maximum
utilization of the
physical,
metaphysical and
spiritual
potentialities of unit
and collective body
of the human
society.

4.

There should be a
proper adjustment
amongst these
physical,
metaphysical,
mundane, supra
mundane and
spiritual utilizations.

5.

The method of
utilization should
vary in accordance
with the changes in
time, space and
person and the
utilization should be
of progressive
nature.
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T

he progressive
availability of the
m a x i m u m
amenities of life will be
guaranteed in PROUT,
satisfying physical needs.
The satisfied physical
needs will lessen the
physical obstacles which
inhibit human progress,
and human beings will
experience all-round
development, especially in
the intellectual stratum.
Human beings will get the
opportunity to develop in
the intellectual stratum
without any hindrances.
- Shrii Prabhat Ranjan Sarkar

From the

Editor's

Desk

Whither Indian Budget
Indian Finance Minister’s Budget
speech on July 10, 2014 was like any other
Budget speech of the previous
governments. Countless government
schemes were listed, the same tenor as in
years before. BJP’s budget was more of a
continuity budget of the UPA government,
far removed from the change that was
expected after all the promises made and
slogans used to sweep to power. Economic
experts have varying views. Some say the
Budget does not deliver on any parameter
of good governance others proclaim that
one should wait at least till the next Budget
of 2015 to really test the efficacy of the
current one.
Among all these, one thing stands out – it is not a pro-common man's Budget that has actually
favourable leanings towards the corporate sector as evident from emphasis on (1) ensure consumer
demand picks up, (2) political will to liberalise foreign investment (i.e. allow vulture foreign
corporations to feast on the tandoori cooked Indian labour force) and actively pursue disinvestment of the
Public Sector Undertakings and (3) how to arrest inflation and reduce it in a way that bring profits for
elite stockholders. P. Sainath has estimated that it gives Rs 5.72 lakh crores in income tax breaks to
corporations and another Rs 40 K crore on personal income tax breaks to the rich.
Another galling thing is the discriminating factor. The Budget has many schemes for Minorities and
Dalits but none for women. It’s quite obvious that the first two are with an eye on future vote banks. But
women who form 50% of the society get no special schemes to uplift them. This is indeed unfortunate as
they are indeed unjustly trampled by a male dominated society.
Recently the Daily Mail Newspaper of England reported how the UP government (often in collusion
with the CBI) is working to sabotage investigation into the series of rape-deaths of Dalit girls. The tactics
include planting false evidence to give the impression a party was taking place and of course to
assassinate the character of the victims. Laboratory assistants working on such cases have been killed
and in other cases doctors performing the autopsy failed to notice that the victim had only 1 kidney
because of course they never performed the autopsy. Of course the failure of the Centre to provide for the
welfare of women regularly makes India the disgrace of global society whenever UN reports come out
and reveal these atrocities made possible by our insistence on sitting shamelessly silent like Drona during
the dishonouring of Draupadi. There is a world-wide war on women particularly those from persecuted
groups like Dalits and Adivasis. This has coincided with a rise of vulgar media culture and the spread of
pornography, self-centredness and greed in an increasingly ominous economy. After the US economy
fell, the number of incidents of abuse, rape and murder of women doubled.
One may well foresee what is likely to happen to the poor of India as the economy continues to go
downhill, especially when economic subsidies are withdrawn, while the political -corporate-bureaucrat
nexus keep on heaping profits after profits at the expense of the people of India.
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LETTERS
WHAT CAN MAKE INDIA A
NATION
Shrii PR Sarkar’s Presidential
address to the History section of the
Progressive writers conference on
January 1, 1960 is timeless. The
principles enunciated and facts
portrayed should be seen in its true
light by the political leaders of the
day and the society. A lot of
problems that we face today can be
eased to a great extent if we learn
those valuable lessons and apply
them to all levels of life.
Aradhana Bagchi, Kolkata
UNDERTRIAL PRISONERS
Shocking the plight of the
under trial prisoners who suffer only
because they happen to be poor and
do not have the money to have
proper legal advice and relief. An
excellent expose by Arun Prakash.
The Government should take
immediate steps to ameliorate their
situation and follow the

Email : prout.am@gmail.com

recommendations contained in the
article.
TS Selvem, Coimbatore
OPERATION BLUESTAR
A very good piece of history
down memory lane by Tarak. We
must learn all the lessons that
become clear from the article.
Janice Umbertland by email
NEGLECTED DEFENCE FORCES
The article by TR Ramaswami
an IAS officer who knows the inside
story is indeed an eye opener. We
can continue to ignore defence
personnel at our own peril. WE
should learn from the West how they
look after their soldiers.
Sabha Aslam, Bhopal
SURRENDER OF MAHARLIKA
Carol Pagaduan and Clemente
Bautista piece exposes the sham
perpetrated on the brave Pilipino in
the mane of security. What the

Americans have effectively done is
to continue staying in their military
bases and impinge on their national
security.
Joselyn Medoza, Quezon
City by email
IMPROVING GOVERNMENT
SCHOOLS
A very thought provoking and
correct approach by NS
Venkatraman. Government schools
can surely be improved to provide
quality education to the Indian
masses who can’t afford high priced
education in private schools.
Arogyaswami, Trichur
SOULLESS SOCIETY
Mike Adams has very lucidly
explained why there is so much
violence in our society today. This
tendency needs to be curbed which
all parents must note for their
children today, the future citizens of
the world.
Jake Symes,
Fremont, Nebraska by email

Life is
drawing
without an eraser
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Inspirational

Salt, Glass of Water
and the Lake

O

nce an unhappy young man came to an old master and told he had a very
sad life and asked for a solution. The old Master instructed the unhappy
young man to put a handful of salt in a glass of water and then to drink it.
“How does it taste?” – the Master asked. “Terrible.” – spat the apprentice.
The Master chuckled and then asked the young man to take another handful of salt
and put it in the lake. The two walked in silence to the nearby lake and when the
apprentice swirled his handful of salt into the lake.
The old man said, “Now drink from the lake.”
As the water dripped down the young man’s chin, the Master asked, “How does it
taste?” “Good!” – remarked the apprentice.
“Do you taste the salt?” – asked the Master. “No.” – said the young man.
The Master sat beside this troubled young man, took his hands, and said, “The pain
of life is pure salt; no more, no less. The amount of pain in life remains the same, exactly
the same. But the amount we taste the ‘pain’ depends on the container we put it into. So
when you are in pain, the only thing you can do is to enlarge your sense of things. Stop
being a glass. Become a lake.”
Author Unknown
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TO THE PATRIOTS

Indian Leaders
When will they ever learn
SHRII PRABHAT RANJAN SARKAR
continued from previous issue
India’s Fight
for Independence
n this fight for
independence, the
Indian leaders
committed a blunder. They
should have engaged themselves
in an economic fight instead of
starting a political movement.
The British took advantage of
this blunder of the Indian
leaders. They got the opportunity
to divide India into two parts.
They infused in the Muslims the
idea that the Hindus formed the
majority, and that therefore if the
British quit India the government
would naturally go into the hands
of the Hindus, and the Muslims
of the whole of India would
remain as their subjects.
This shrewd policy yielded
good results. A Hindu phobia
grew among the Muslims. The
Muslim leaders began to
propagate this Hindu phobia at
the top of their voices, and as a
result of this anti-Hindu
sentiment created out of Hindu
phobia, a Muslim nation was
again born in India in this
twentieth century. Directed by
this Hindu phobia, they
demanded a separate homeland
for the Muslim nation. It was not
possible for the Hindus to resist
this demand for a separate
homeland, because at that time
no nation which could be termed

I
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a Hindu nation was formed in India.
The reason for this is quite simple.
Because of the numerical strength of
the Hindus in India, there was no
Muslim phobia among the Hindus,
and for want of an anti-Muslim
sentiment, no Hindu nation could be
formed anew.
In the Punjab and Bengal,
where the Muslims formed the
majority, the case was different. If
these two provinces went entirely
for the Muslim homeland, the Hindu
population in these areas would
have to remain as subjects of the
Muslims. Because of this fear the
Hindus in these provinces were

seized with Muslim phobia, and
that is why they demanded an
independent homeland for the
Hindus. With the partition of
India, the Punjab and Bengal
were also partitioned.
Where did the mistake lie?
When, as a result of anti-British
sentiment, the Indian nation was
formed in the nineteenth century,
the then leaders of India should
have started a struggle for
economic independence instead
of launching a political
movement. All Indians could
have fought together unitedly,
there being no Hindu, Muslim,

Punjabi or Marathi feelings in
this economic struggle, and as a
result an anti-exploitation
sentiment could have been
developed in India. This
sentiment could have made
Indians stronger. If there had
been no fight for political
independence, the fear that the
Muslims would have to remain
under the suzerainty of the
Hindus after the independence of
India could not have crept into
their minds. In the absence of
Hindu phobia, there would have
been no demand for the
homeland of the Muslim nation,
and when India would have
gained economic independence,
Hindus and Muslims would have
lived together as brothers and
sisters in undivided India. The
fight for economic independence
would have brought political
independence also. There might
have been some delay in it, but
political independence would
have surely come.
The Partition of India
When the British decided to
quit India under economic and
political pressure, undivided
India was the demand of the
Hindu leaders, while the Muslim
leaders demanded a Muslim
homeland. There was no scope
for an amicable settlement
between these two demands.

Therefore the British had to divide
India. It mattered little whether India
liked it or not.
Under such circumstances,
was there any way for the leaders to
avoid the partition of India? Yes,
there was. Had they started a
movement for economic
independence instead of accepting
the partition of India, it would have
been possible to form a united and
independent India. But neither the
Hindu nor the Muslim leaders did
so, for reasons best known to them.
The economic struggle could not
have remained confined to British
exploitation only, but would have
extended to the Indian exploiters
(social, economic, psychological).
When the British would have
realized that their exploitation was
not going to continue, they would
have been compelled to grant
political independence to India, and
with political independence
exploitation by the local people
would have come to an end also. But
the Hindu and Muslim leaders came
from the bourgeois class and so they
did not like this idea. They wanted
liberty keeping capitalism (social,
economic, psychological, etc.)
alive. For this reason they accepted
the political independence of
divided India.
There are two more reasons
why they did not want economic
independence. One of these reasons

Mountbatten with Nehru and Jinnah at the Partition Conference,
New Delhi June 3, 1947

was that those who were leaders
in the struggle for political
independence might not prove to
be suitable leaders in the struggle
for economic independence.
Especially, the struggle for
economic independence might
lead to mass revolution and
bloodshed at any time. And there
was every possibility of young
leaders appearing among the
revolutionaries. The leaders did
not want this. They tried to check
the sanguinary revolution by
preaching the theory of nonviolence.
The leaders had one more
weakness in this matter. Most of
the leaders, both Hindu and
Muslim, had grown old in the
course of the political struggle.
Possibly they thought that if they
started a fresh fight for economic
independence, and if the fight
lasted a long time, the chance of
controlling the government
would not come to them. Perhaps
with this idea in mind they gave
their consent to a heinous crime
such as the partition of India.
Where did the mistake lie?
The factors which made Europe
a country of many nations are
applicable to India also. Rather,
the differences which exist in
India between one provincial
nation and another are greater
than those existing in Europe.
The provincial nations have their
own languages, manners,
customs, mode of living, race,
intonation, history and
traditions. Some of them have
their own scripts, almanac, dress
and code of law of inheritance.
The differences among the
European nations are not as
great. Still, in the struggle for
independence, the English
language and the anti-British
sentiment had made India one
nation. With the departure of the
British there is no anti-British
sentiment, and so the Indian
nation has died.
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Rajagopalachari Governor General, Rajendra Prasad President Constituent
Assembly and Nehru entering Parliament House November 17, 1947

Today there are only a few
persons who regard themselves
as Indians; some look upon
themselves as Punjabis, some as
Andhrites, some as Bengalees,
some as Bhumihars, some as
Rajputs, etc. None of them are
Indians. The only connecting
link which exists today is the
weak tie of the English language.
Those who are guided by a false
sense of patriotism are trying
even to do away with this
language today. It is crystal-clear
that with the banishment of the
English language, the funeral
ceremony of an Indian nation
will be complete.
With the departure of the
British from India – that is, with
the death of the anti-British
sentiment – a new sentiment
should have been created, but the
Indian leaders failed to do so.
The Pakistani leaders did so to
some extent. In the beginning
they utilized anti-Hindu
sentiment in place of anti-British
sentiment, and later anti-Indian
sentiment was created on the
question of the Kashmir issue.
These sentiments helped the
people of Pakistan to some
extent, but in India there is no
sentiment at all. Like Pakistan,
India had ample opportunity to
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utilize several sentiments, but the
leaders did not use them. They
roamed in the realm of imagination.
The Lapses of Indian
Leadership
It is a matter of great regret that
no effort was made to form a nation
on the basis of a strong sentiment.
On the contrary, the little bond of
unity which existed in Indian society
is going to be spoilt by the unwise
actions of these leaders. The three
great lapses of the present leadership
which are going to destroy the unity
of India are: (1) the effort to
demarcate provincial boundaries on
a linguistic basis; (2) the question of
national language; and (3) the use of
local languages as the media of
instruction in higher education.
Provincial boundaries: I have
already said that India is a country of
many languages, religions and
customs. An ordinary student of
political science can easily
understand that the result of giving
any sentiment the opportunity to
grow on the basis of these
differences will be detrimental to the
interests of the country. Still the
leaders committed that very mistake
by taking up the work of forming
provinces on a linguistic basis.
Today there is a tug of war among
different linguistic groups on the

question of who controls
districts, subdivisions, police
stations, and even villages. The
consequences of such disputes
will be extremely dangerous in a
country where there is nothing
that can be termed a nation. Now
the day has come for the wellwishers of India to ponder over
this issue.
It would have been
tolerable to some extent if states
could have been completely
formed on the basis of language
within a very short span of time,
but even that was not done. Of
course, it is not possible to
accurately ascertain the
boundaries of provinces on a
linguistic basis; that is,
everywhere there will be some
bilingual or trilingual areas.
Even then, what could have been
done on a linguistic basis has not
been done by the leaders. The
result is that linguistic minorities
all over India are suffering from a
complex of despair. Really
speaking, it was improper for the
leaders to raise the question of
the formation of states on the
basis of language.
Some time ago, in a certain
state, some leaders stated that the
boundary commission(6) had
not done them justice, hence they
would dissociate from India. Just
see the condition of the so-called
Indian nation!
National language: A great
folly has been committed by
raising the controversial issue of
national language. It has not
added to the growth of unity; on
the contrary, it has increased
disunity.
Some people have been
thinking of introducing one
script throughout the whole of
India. Is this practical or
desirable? Have they forgotten
the consequences of the attempt
to introduce Urdu script
throughout the whole of
Pakistan? What to speak of India,

a land where the national
sentiment has not yet
crystallized!
India has many scripts.
Many of these scripts are very
old. From time immemorial
Sanskrit, the common property
of India, has been written in
different scripts. Sanskrit has no
script of its own. Though the
Indian alphabetical order is
scientific with regard to
phonetics, the scripts are not
scientific in the practical field.
Even though Roman script is the
most scientific script, I do not
think that it is desirable to impose
this script on the living languages
of India which have a developed
literature. It is, however, not
disadvantageous to use the
Roman script for those
languages which have
practically no literature at all
(such as Konkani, Santhali,
Khasia, etc.), or for those which
are not spoken languages (such
as Sanskrit and Pali). The
interests of the languages which
have a rich literature (such as
Bengali, Hindi, Tamil and
Gujarati) will be greatly affected
if the Roman script is imposed on

them, because by doing so the link
between the past literature and the
future literature will be cut off.
In this connection we should
remember that at the time when
Kamal Pasha of Turkey introduced
Roman script for Turkish in place of
Arabic, or at the time when Nagri
script was introduced for the
Marathi language in place of Moŕi,
these languages had very poor
literature. It will be extremely
harmful today for either Turkish or
Marathi if they change their script
[again]. However, the decision
whether a change in script is
desirable or not should be left to the
free will of the people speaking the
particular language.
In this regard there is another
big problem. Of the Indian
languages, Bengali and Urdu are
both Indian and Pakistani languages,
so to change the script for either
entire language is beyond the
jurisdiction of either India or
Pakistan. If throughout India only
Bengali or Urdu script is used, while
Pakistan does not accept this, the
problem will not be solved. If the
scripts of these languages are
changed in either state, the
languages will be harmed

Protest in East Pakistan on preservation of Bengali language February 22, 1952

enormously. People do not like
to see their mother tongue
harmed. If it is they will revolt,
which is what happened in East
Pakistan when an attempt was
made to impose Urdu script on
Bengali. Is it wise to implement a
policy which has the potential to
foment trouble in future? Let the
leaders come down from the
realm of imagination to the hard
reality of the earth. The soil of
reality is very hard – very
merciless.
Higher Education
Today local languages are
being used as the media of
instruction in higher education.
During the British regime in
India, English was the medium
of instruction in colleges and
universities. Students of any
province could get higher
education in any university of
India. As a result of the close
association of students, a spirit of
all-India fraternity developed
among them. But nowadays the
opportunities for interprovincial
contact are rapidly decreasing as
a result of the acceptance of local
languages as the media of higher
education. Possibilities for the
growth of the spirit of fraternity
among Indians are dwindling
day by day. In most cases
students remain confined to their
provinces, and provincialism
will gradually crop up as a result
of want of an all-India sentiment.
The Immediate Course
of Action
What is to be done now?
The leaders should totally forget
the question of organizing states
on the basis of language and
instead take up the task of
reorganizing the states entirely
on the basis of economics. In all
spheres of life, along with
English, maximum facilities are
to be also afforded to each and
every language of India, in their
respective regions as the official
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language, and as the medium of
public contact. There should not
be any tendency to suppress
anybody. If equal facilities are
afforded to all in the matter of
language, nobody will think of
forming states on a linguistic
basis.
A strong Indian nation of
the future may, however, review
the issue and come to a decision
according to the demands of the
changed circumstances; the
present leaders need not bother
about this issue at all. Also, they
need not bother about the
necessity or otherwise of having
any other language as the
national language in place of
English. First let them form a
strong nation on the basis of a
strong sentiment. The Indian
nation of the future will take the
responsibility for arriving at a
decision on national language. It
is not the proper occasion to
waste time and energy on this
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sort of issue, creating regional
controversies. No nation exists now!
India, the land of many nations,
is just like a joint family full of
internal dissension. Although it is
not possible for these nations to form
one nation through their joint
efforts, they can live together
amicably as a joint family by
forming a group of nations (a
compact multinational unit) based
on one ideology. It is to be
remembered that the solidarity of a
joint family cannot be maintained if
activities are always determined by
counting votes. In that case those
who are defeated will quit the joint
family that is, it will be ruined.
A joint family is nurtured by
the goodwill of each of its members
(in the present case, of each of the
nations of India). It is a matter of
great regret that there is a dearth of
this goodwill in India today. Even
powerful leaders are looking after
the interests of their own nations (the
basis being language, states,

communalism [socio-religious
sentiment] or casteism as the
case may be), instead of thinking
of the interests of India as a
whole. None of these leaders are
the leaders of India; they are all
the leaders of their own nations.
The interests of others are not
safe in their hands.
It is proper that English
should continue as the medium
of instruction in colleges and
universities. Question papers,
too, should be in English. But
students should have the right to
answer according to their
convenience in English or in any
other language or languages
approved by the university. In
this respect, the greater the
number of languages approved
by the university, the better. The
students taking final school
examinations should be also
given the right to give answers in
English or in other approved
languages. The media of
instruction should be English
and other approved languages,
and the question papers should
be printed in the approved
languages also. Students may
feel inconvenience if the
medium of instruction is English
only or if the question papers are
in English only. Still, English
must be an approved language,
otherwise it will be almost
impossible for students coming
from distant provinces to get an
education when their mother
languages are not included in the
schedule of approved languages.
What More Should
Be Done?
All these suggestions are
efforts to help check the
fissiparous tendencies that exist
in India. But we require
something more as a nationbuilding element. What more
should present-day India do
towards the formation of a nation
or a group of nations?

Most of the people of India
are poverty-stricken. They want
to get rid of exploitation.
Political independence has no
value for them if it cannot give
them economic independence. I
have heard many poor villagers
say, “Can we not cast our votes in
the box marked for the British?
We w i l l d o t h a t . T h e i r
government was good.” These
remarks certainly do not add to
the glory of the present
leadership. If a strong nation or
group of nations is to be built, a
fight against exploitation will
have to be launched. Only highsounding talks of socialism, a
socialistic pattern, or a welfare
state will not yield any result. No
sentiment is growing in the
minds of the people as a result of
these slogans. Unless a strong
sentiment is created, a nation or a
group of nations cannot be
formed. The government gets
hardly any support or
cooperation from the people in
its welfare work for want of a
sentiment among the people.
India has had many
opportunities to create
sentiments, and even today they
exist, but in the interests of world

fraternity one may not support them.
If an anti-exploitation sentiment is
created among the poverty-stricken
mass of India, not only will a strong
nation or a strong group of nations
be formed, but this nation or group
of nations will continue with due
solidarity for a long time. The
leaders should, therefore, rectify the
errors of the past and vigorously
launch a fresh anti-exploitation
campaign. There is no other
alternative to save India.
But will the leaders be able or
willing to do this? If they are, it is
well and good. If they are not,
perhaps they will try to unite the
people forcibly through the pressure
of governmental machinery. But
will this be possible? The different
characteristics of the peculiar land
of India cannot be pounded into dust
by the steamroller of governmental
machinery, and such unity is not at
all desirable. The more the
steamroller is used, the greater the
dissatisfaction among the people
will be. If anything is to be done by
force, the condition of India will
become like that of the Balkan
states. The whole of India will be
split up into innumerable states, big
and small. Innumerable nations, big
and small, will fight among

Acharya Vinoba Bhave founder of the Bhudan movement file photo March 1948

themselves. So it seems that the
present leaders need to retire in
the interests of India.
I find it necessary to say one
more thing in this connection.
Those who think that the Bhúdán
and Sarvodaya movements(7)
are a fight against exploitation
are mistaken. Rather, these
movements very carefully avoid
an anti-exploitation campaign.
They will only be advantageous
to the capitalists because the
fighting spirit of the people is
tactfully suppressed.
Politics is neither my hobby
nor my profession. I am a student
of history. I feel it my duty to
draw the dreadful picture which I
visualize about India, otherwise
future historians will not forgive
us. The highest responsibility in
this respect, however, rests with
the leaders of the country. They
can save or sabotage the country.
To save India the present
leaders should immediately
chalk out a policy to convert the
people of India into a strong
nation or a strong group of
nations. Any pretext or jugglery
of words in this matter will be
fatal to the cause of the country.
If the leaders do not do this, I am
afraid the political unity and
geographical integrity of India
will be affected at any moment;
especially when there are
fissiparous tendencies active in
the country. We should not forget
that in the past it was the want of
unity which brought India under
the yoke of slavery time and
again. If there is lack of unity at
present, it should be understood
that India has become
intellectually bankrupt.
I am an optimist. I hope that
the leaders will realize their
mistakes and will face reality
with courage. If they fail to do so,
India will create new leaders in
the future, and those future
leaders will save India from
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destruction. India will not die.
The Primary Duty Today
Today the primary duty of
the common people of India is to
rectify the errors committed by
the leaders and unite India
through an anti-exploitation
campaign. India has got to be
saved. This anti-exploitation
campaign will not only unite
India, but also India with
Pakistan and with each of the
poor and backward countries of
Southeast Asia. A strong nation
or group of nations will thereby
grow up. It matters little what
name is given to that nation or
that group of nations.
It is through this antiexploitation movement that
Russia, the country of many
nations, was united. This
movement has made China a
strong state. The nations in the
capitalist countries are not united
on the basis of this antiexploitation sentiment. Their
unity is based on some other

sentiments. They have, however,
maintained their unity by clearly
recognizing their internal
diversities. The leaders of India
should study the conditions of such
nations with due care.
Although the anti-exploitation
sentiment is the most important
factor in building a nation or a group
of nations, this sentiment will not be
able to sustain a nation or a group of
nations for a long time. One day
exploitation must cease. If it is not
stopped completely, it can be
confidently said that in the future the
intensity of exploitation will be
much less than what it is today. As
soon as administrative power passes
into the hands of moralists, then
exploitation will cease to exist. In
the absence of exploitation the antiexploitation sentiment will die out,
and consequently a nation or a group
of nations based on the antiexploitation sentiment will not exist
either.
What will happen then? The
sentiment of spiritual inheritance

and Cosmic ideology will keep
people united. It is true that this
spiritual sentiment will not help
to form a nation inside any
particular country, but it will
definitely unite the entire
planetary world, and even the
universe, into a nation. Then
there will be only one nation a
universal nation.
Today human beings, to
whatever country they may
belong, should, on the one side,
propagate an anti-exploitation
sentiment (exploitation does not
mean exploitation in the
economic sphere only, it
includes all sorts of
exploitation), and form strong
nations in their respective
countries; and, on the other side,
preach the theory of one spiritual
inheritance that every living
being is the child of the Supreme
Entity, and that all the people of
all nations belong to the same
family. This will have to be
explained to all, that there will be
clash among different nations as
long as national feelings exist.
People may talk of disarmament,
but military preparation will go
on underground. And if people
dedicate themselves to the
welfare of the entire human race,
their respective nations will also
be benefited indirectly because
their nations are not outside the
universe!
Along with the theory of
spiritual inheritance, one Cosmic
ideology will have to be
propagated too, and that
ideology is that one Supreme
Entity the Cosmic Entity is the
goal of all living beings. This
spiritual sentiment will keep
human beings united for all time
to come. No other theory can
save the human race.

Footnotes
(6) The boundary commission was instituted shortly after India gained independence to settle boundary
disputes among the provinces. –Eds.
(7) In the Bhúdán movement launched by Vinoba Bhave and the Sarvodaya movement started by
Jayprakash Narayan, an attempt was made to convince landlords to donate land to poor, landless people. (Bhú
means “land” and dán means “donate”; sarva means “all” and udaya means “rise”.) –Eds.
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World Cup Protests
A Booming Business
A new Pew Poll finds that the "national mood in Brazil is grim following a year in which more than a million
people have taken to the streets of major cities across the country to protest corruption, rising inflation and a
lack of government investment in public services such as education, health care and public transportation,
among other things." 61% of Brazilians feel that hosting the World Cup is a "bad thing because it takes money
away from public services" vs. just 34 percent who think it's a "good thing because it creates jobs." It appears
to be of little interest to Blatter or other FIFA execs that this trophy has come on the backs of 200,000 lowincome people being forcefully evicted from their homes to make room for the event, 8 construction workers
dying in the frenzied rush to erect stadiums on time, or 14 billion dollars in Brazilian taxpayer money being
spent on the tournament in the face of poverty, inequality, and widespread social issues within Brazil."

ð Anna Feigenbaum
History
A piece of street art, depicting a
crying boy with a plate that holds a
soccer ball in place of food has gone
viral, exposing Brazil’s popular
discontent with the World Cup.
While the mural was painted after
sports commentator Dave Zirin

wrote his latest book Brazil’s Dance
With the Devil: The World Cup, The
Olympics and the Fight for
Democracy, the book contains an
explanation of the image’s volatile
history. Zirin peels back the colorful
FIFA curtain of publicity that
currently blankets sporting sites

across the globe to reveal the
repression, deaths, displacement
and corruption that paved the way to
the 2014 World Cup, and the 2016
Rio de Janeiro Olympics to follow.
Brazil’s Dance with the Devil
reveals a fascist history of the
Olympics, a bleak history of the
15

Favela residents and activists took to the streets of tourist filled Copacabana to
declare that the party in the stadiums is not worth the tears in the Favelas.

Wo r l d C u p d u r i n g m i l i t a r y
dictatorships, and the inspiring tales
of thousands of people who
struggled to keep the wrecking ball
from demolishing their modest
homes in the Rio poor marginalized
hillside communities, called favelas.
For those who know neither the
history of Brazil nor of soccer, Zirin
helps the reader understand both.
“The relationship between soccer
and Brazil is not so much about
sports as it is about national
identity,” writes Zirin. He goes on,
“It is the connective tissue in a
country defined by different cultures
crashing together in violence and
beauty.” In a chapter entitled “There
Is No Sin Below the Equator,” Zirin
lays bare Brazil’s brutal history of
three centuries of enslavement of
over three and a half million
indigenous and African peoples, half
of whom died in passage. The
descendants of the survivors make
up half of the country’s current
population. While Brazil’s black and
indigenous people are still often
treated as second-class citizens, the
government prides itself on being a
multicultural nation where racism
doesn’t exist. The diversity of
Brazil’s soccer stars plays into this
vision of racial harmony and their
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images have been marketed as such.
Introducing nearly every
chapter with a quote from Eduardo
Galeano’s book Soccer in Sun and
Shadow, Zirin describes how the
p e o p l e ’s s p o r t h a s b e e n
commodified, sold to the highest
bidder and exported. Zirin gives a
brief history of important futebol
stars, stadiums and teams. He
introduces us to Pelé, the AfroBrazilian sports star whose likeness
was captured on postage stamps
during Brazil’s military dictatorship
and who was the first athlete to
market his own name as a brand.
When asked to comment on poverty
in Brazil, Zirin writes that Péle gave
a standard response, “God had made
people poor and his function in their
lives was to use his God-given
athletic greatness to bring joy into
their difficult lives.” However,
according to a recent Zirin article,
the current exorbitant government
spending has even lead Péle to
question why more of the money
spent on cup infrastructure wasn’t
spent on schools and hospitals.
Zirin also introduces us to a
soccer legend Sócrates, who
recently passed away, but would
surely be leading the vocal
opposition to the World Cup

decadence if he were still alive. In
the 1980’s, Sócrates headed the
communist leaning soccer team,
Corinthians, which openly
supported political messages,
denounced military dictatorships
and made decisions collectively.
“There will be lots of public money
disappearing into people’s pockets.
Stadiums will be built and they will
stay there for the rest of their lives
without ever being used,” Sócrates
commented, when asked back in
2011 if he thought the 2014 World
Cup would help alleviate poverty in
Brazil.
For those who are unaware of
the history of these two massive
sporting spectacles, their vastly
different origins: while the
Olympics was created in 1896 as a
bellicose pissing contest between
imperial powers, the World Cup has
much more humble beginnings,
born out of FIFA, the Fédération
Internationale de Football
Association, which was only created
to help regularize soccer rules.
However different their origins are,
Zirin lets us know that both have
provided legitimacy to military
dictatorships and fascist regimes
from the Olympic torch born in Nazi
Germany to the World Cup fixed
u n d e r A r g e n t i n a ’s b r u t a l
dictatorship, the each of these games
have occurred with full fanfare, and
without acknowledging the
bloodshed surrounding them.
This is not just a scenario of the
past, but one that has been
transformed in a post 9/11 world
where the games have served as
“neoliberal Trojan horses” ushering
in massive surveillance
infrastructure and political
repression. During the 2012
Olympics in China and the 2014
Games in Russia, little attention was
paid to the governments’ continual
human rights violations. In
preparation for Olympic games in
Vancouver (2010) and London
(2012), those governments rolled
back civil rights to squash dissent.
The 2022 World Cup destined for
Qatar, has come under sharp
criticism for labor violations, its

stadiums constructed by enslaved
migrant workers, hundreds of which
have died in the process.
“The countries change, but the
scenario stays the same: a profit orgy
and a tax haven for corporate
sponsors and private security firms,
obscene public spending on new
stadiums and the brutal cuts that fall
on the backs of the poor when the
party’s over,” writes Zirin. He also
questions why so few reporters go
beyond the surface and actually
investigate what is going beyond the
games.
In Brazil’s Dance with the
Devil, Zirin dedicates a whole
chapter to Lula Inacio Da Silva, the
two term Brazilian president, who
came from a trade unionist
background to power by riding on
the backs of social movements
i n c l u d i n g B r a z i l ’s l a n d l e s s
movements, only to later turn his
back on his roots by becoming a
neoliberal darling. It was Lula who
successfully courted FIFA and the
International Olympic committee so
that Brazil could host not one but
two mega-events in the course of
just two years. These two sporting
spectacles are considered by some to
be Lula’s swan song, allowing
Brazil to receive long overdue
respect and recognition on a global
scale.
“Tragically, the World Cup and
Olympics are not symbolic
successes. They walk hand in hand
with graft, austerity, security
crackdowns, and a set of spending
priorities that would have made the
young Lula blush,” writes Zirin.
Lula’s successor Dilma Rouseff,
who also comes from a leftist
background and was imprisoned
during the military dictatorship of
the 1970’s, has also showed her true
neoliberal colors by allowing
corruption to reign during World
Cup Stadium construction.
Zirin also writes about the
surveillance state and the vast police
forces employed to “pacify” favela
residents, not only to improve
“security” for the world cup but also
to make it easier to displace favela
residents, allowing real estate

moguls to prey on their once ignored
and now prime properties. In the
community of Providencia, the
residents created a photo installation
featuring portraits of all the
residents who were going to be
evicted for real estate plans in
preparation for the Olympics One
issue that Zirin did not tackle, and
which has been featured in
alternative coverage of the World
Cup, is a rising adolescent sex trade
that has emerged in the lead up to the
games.
Waging Nonviolence
On June 12, Brazilian police
fired tear gas on a group of 50
unarmed marchers blocking a
highway leading to the World Cup
arena in São Paulo. On June 15 in
Rio de Janeiro another 200 marchers
faced floods of tear gas and stun
grenades in their approach to
Maracana stadium. Armed with an
arsenal of less lethal weapons and
employing tactics imported from
U.S. SWAT teams in the early 2000s,
police clad in riot gear are deploying
forceful tactics, wielding batons and
releasing chemical agents at close
range. In Brazil, this style of protest
policing is not only a common form
of political control, but also a
booming business.
World Cup and related
economic protests occurring across
the country are bringing in big

profits for Rio-based company
Condor Nonlethal Technologies. As
part of the World Cup’s massive
security budget Condor scored a
$22-million contract, providing tear
gas, rubber bullets, Tasers and light
and sound grenades to police and
private security forces. Selling riot
control and public order weaponry
to law enforcement, military and
United Nation buyers, Condor’s
business has grown by over 30
percent in the past five years. Events
like the World Cup and Olympic
Games — also to be hosted by Brazil
in 2016 — shine a spotlight on
national security. Perform well, in
the eyes of the industry, and receive
invitations around the world for
keynote speeches, consultancies and
training operations. For Condor and
the broader Brazilian security
sector, the World Cup is like a
fashion week; it is an opportunity to
showcase the latest police gear,
baiting future buyers.
While Condor will not
officially divulge details of its
profits, according to the curriculum
vitae of its Marketing Director, the
company has international sales of
$50 million of non-lethal weapons
and ammunition. In recent years
Condor has seen an increase in its
revenue of 33 percent as a result of a
new marketing strategy engaging
communication tools and trade

Protesters give a warm welcome to World Cup Tourists, encouraging them to think
about the true cost of their party: 11+ billion dollars.
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show participation. With these
initiatives the marketing director has
overseen an average sales growth of
90 percent and has increased sales
from 12 countries to over 40, with
new markets in Asia and Africa.
Profiting Off Protests Abroad
Under giant banners of the
Brazilian flag, Condor is now a
regular exhibition stall holder at the
world’s leading internal security
expos, including DSEi and Milipol,
where they show off their wares to
government and military buyers.
Such new devices on display include
the “ballerina grenade,” which
jumps on the ground to avoid
“throwback” by protesters.
Condor’s large range of riot
control technologies are shipped
abroad to hundreds of cities around
the world, including to countries
with documented human rights
abuses. This behavior has led to
scrutiny of Condor’s 2010 promise
to be a “pioneer in the dissemination
of the ‘Non-Lethal’ concept in
Brazil… through the controlled use
of the escalation of force, without
any harm to human rights.”
All international sales of tear
gas in Brazil go through Brazil’s
Ministry of External Relations and
the Ministry of Defense. However,
they do not keep a record of how
they are used and sales figures aren’t
made public. According to a report
by investigative journalist group
Publica, “In this industry, the norm
is a lack of transparency.”
Despite their increased use as a
deadly force, “riot control” remains
exempted from the Chemical
Weapons Convention that permits
toxic gases to be deployed against
civilians. Like other weapons that
can be classified as policing
equipment, these agents often fall
outside of arms sales restrictions.
This leaves their for-profit trade
even less regulated than the
pharmaceuticals industry.
Building Brazil’s Riot Control
Business
Brazil’s rise to the top of the
international protest policing
industry is largely the result of the
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country’s relaxation of rules around
arms sales in the early 2000s. In
2002 the Brazilian government put
forward a new set of flexible policies
to increase national revenue. The
Ministry of Defense collaborated
with “Foreign Affairs (Itamaraty),
Science and Technology and those in
the economic area,” according to the
Sao Paulo Gazeta Mercantil.
Frederico Aguiar, then-president
over Condor’s contracting and sales,
said “There is an increasing
awareness that a country as
politically and economically
important as ours cannot remain
dependent on defense systems
designed and produced abroad.”
Alongside this move to
increase the production of police
technologies, came changes to
policing practices. According to a
report by Cirro Barros of Publica, in
2004 Brazil established the Força
Nacional to deal with public security
emergencies, forming part of a wider
plan to expand military training for
public order policing.
In 2006, Condor and the
Brazilian government jointly hosted
what was at the time the largest less
lethal weapons conference in the
world, catapulting them onto the
international stage. Speakers
included U.S. military expert
Colonel John B. Alexander— of

“The Men Who Stare at Goats” and
UFO fame — as well as Charles
“Sid” Heal, a man central to the
development of military tactics for
policing. Said to have “written the
bible on SWAT,” Commander Heal
provided consultancy for Condor as
the company expanded its for-profit
pursuit of the protest policing and
“peacekeeping” markets. Recent
investigations by Publica reveal
continued U.S. involvement in the
militarization of Brazilian police,
with FBI consultations and trainings
conducted in centers funded by the
U.S. State Department.
Evading Accountability
While the Brazilian
government points to its policies to
evade blame, corporate
manufacturers like Condor remain
protected behind warning labels,
despite the increasingly abusive
deployment of their products. In
recent years Condor’s technologies
have been repeatedly used against
protocol to intentionally increase
harm and even systematically
torture people in Turkey, Bahrain
and Egypt. “We always advise the
right escalation of force,” promises
Beni Iachan, a senior business
analyst for Condor. Such advice
legally allows manufacturers like
Condor to avoid accountability,
while supplying governments and

Police have increasingly used “non-lethal” weapons against protesters and
journalists, leading members of the press to arm themselves with helmets and tear
gas masks before taking to the streets.

With songs and chants, Cariocas (colloquial term for Rio natives)
asked “World Cup for whom?”

their police with ever more methods
for violently escalating force.
While Condor’s revenue soars,
around the world the company’s
canisters, grenades and rubber
bullets continue to be fired at close
range at people’s heads and upper
bodies. Devices are launched into
enclosed spaces, reaching deadly
levels of toxicity. And expired
chemical agents bearing the Condor
brand are being used against
civilians, most recently documented
on the streets of Venezuela.
As accounts of riot control
deaths and injuries pile up, it is
becoming increasingly difficult for
companies like Condor to cling to
the “nonlethal” in their corporate
name. Along with local activists,
Brazilian human rights campaign

group Tortura Nunca Mais, or
To r t u r e N e v e r A g a i n , a n d
investigative journalists at Publica
are working hard to raise public
awareness around the role of these
weapons in police abuse and the
need for increased accountability.
Exposing links between
government and corporate protest
profiteering, Publica is currently
mapping out Condor’s influence on
government agencies. “We recently
discovered that Condor has an
exclusivity deal made by the
Brazilian Defense and Security
Industries Association,” explained
Bruno Fonseca, an investigative
reporter at Publica. “That means all
public defense and security public
institutions, such as the Brazilian
police, may purchase without a

government procurement process.”
This allows hundreds of
thousands of Condor weapons to be
put in the hands of Brazilian security
forces without government
oversight. “Condor has exclusivity
for 27 types of non-lethal
equipment,” said Fonseca. The
Brazilian government’s use of
excessive force and failure to
regulate their riot control practices
are now under scrutiny by Amnesty
International’s global campaign,
Give Them A Yellow Card, which is
monitoring the repression of
peaceful protest during the World
Cup.
With all eyes now on Brazil —
and its protesters — it’s time to not
only resist the repression of protest
rights, but also to confront the
business incentives that fuel the
escalation of force. “Corporations
around the world like Condor see
this as an opportunity to make a
profit — and they are absolutely
profiting off of state repression,”
said Kimber Heinz of the global
Facing Tear Gas campaign.
Unmasking who profits off
world protests reveals the
intersections of governmental
control and big business, pointing to
new targets for campaigning and
nonviolent direct action.
“Militarism is a global project with
local implications,” explained
Heinz. “Our campaign work targets
the engines of militarization:
training sites, weapons expos and
government programs, building a
base of opposition to militarism and
policing from the grassroots.”

Few are willing to brave the disapproval of their fellows, the censure of the
colleagues, the wrath of their society. Moral courage is a rarer commodity than
bravery in battle or great intelligence. Yet it is the one essential, vital quality for
those who seek to change a world that yields most painfully to change. Each time a
person stands up for an idea, or acts to improve the lot of others, or strikes out
against injustice, (s)he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope, and crossing each other
from a million different centers of energy and daring, those ripples build a current
that can sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression and resistance.
- Robert F. Kennedy
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ECONOMIC ISSUES

India Continues to Subsidise
an Inefficient Sugar Industry
ð Devinder Sharma

T

his pill may be bitter for
the consumers but is
certainly sweet for the
sugar barons. Within hours after
Food Minister Ram Vilas Paswan
announced an economic stimulus
package for the sugar industry,
shares of sugar companies jumped
by 10 per cent. In the days to follow,
open market prices of sugar
increased by roughly Rs 2 per kg.
This is probably the first time I
am witnessing a unique trend. A
bailout package generally is
expected to offset industry's losses
and thereby reduce the open market
prices. But in the case of sugar it is
working the other way around. An
economic stimulus package brings
relief to the industry and at the same
time results in a higher monthly bill
for the average consumer. In fact, it's
a double whammy for the
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consumers. It is the aam tax payer
who first pays for the stimulus
package and then again has to pay by
way of a high price for sugar.
Raising the import duty on
sugar from 15 per cent to 40 per cent
to curb cheap imports, and
continuing the export subsidy of Rs
3,300 per tonne till September,
cheered the investors. Shares of
Bajaj Hindustan, Shree Renuka,
Dharampur Sugar mills and
Balrampur Chini Mills rose by 7-10
per cent. Mr Paswan's assurance that
the government will ensure that the
retail prices of sugar do not increase
fell on deaf ears as the sugar prices
rallied up.
The sops also included an
additional interest free loan of Rs
4,400 crore. This is in addition to Rs
6,600 crore interest free loans that
were given just six-months back in
December 2013 so as to enable the
industry to clear the backlog of cane
arrears to farmers. Add both the

Several studies show
that 58% percent of
famers go to bed
hungry every night.
Sugarcane farmers are
no exception
figures and it totals Rs 11,000- crore.
This is exactly the same amount that
is pending as cane arrears for the
sugar cane farmers. Mr Paswan says
that the stimulus package will only
be allowed if the industry gives in
writing that it will clear the pending
dues of Rs 11,000 crore to cane
growers. I wonder why didn't he
direct the sugar industry to
immediately clear the pending
arrears from the interest free loans,
let's say before September 2014?
Healing the sugar industry that
has been the top beneficiary of
government subsidies and support
all these years is certainly not easy.
For an industry that has got used to
massive doles, and that too year after
year, it is not easy to give up. And
that tells you how complex and
intricate are the issues of sugar
prices and cane arrears. Let me
therefore make an effort to decipher
the complex web that determines the
price at which you buy sugar and the
price the farmers are paid for the
sugarcane they supply to sugar
mills.
Before we go into the specific
case of sugarcane prices, let us first
look at the economics of agriculture
in general. As I have been saying for

quite some time several studies have
shown that farmers as a class fall in
the lowest category of income slab
in the country. The Ministry of
Agriculture has acknowledged in
Parliament that the average monthly
income of a farming family is less
than Rs 2,400 per month. This is less
than what we in the cities pay to our
maid servants. Isn't it a travesty of
justice to know that the person who
produces food for the country -annadata -- himself lives in poverty
and hunger?
It shouldn't shock people to
know that roughly about 60 per cent
of the daily wage workers under
MNREGA are actually land owners.
Several studies have also shown that
roughly 58 per cent farmers go to
bed hungry every night.
Sugarcane farmers are no
exception. Except for some big
farmers, most of the cane growers
are small farmers whose livelihood
depends upon sugarcane alone. Let's
not forget that unlike wheat and
paddy, sugarcane is an annual crop.
Farmers wait for a year to get a
remunerative price. The one-time
payment they receive for the
sugarcane crop runs their families
expenses throughout the year. Often
they are not paid for months if not
years. In Uttar Pradesh alone, cane
arrears stand at Rs 7,900-crores. And
when sugar mills across the country
form a cartel and refuse to pay a
remunerative price, what do you
expect the farmers to do? They take
to streets in protests.
Many economists feel that
unless the core issue of a higher cane
prices, which are state controlled, is
not addressed the industry cannot
become economically viable. They
want the cane price to be lowered for
farmers. I don't agree with this
argument. The problem is that those
who want the cane prices to be
reduced for farmers very
conveniently skirt the real issue
behind the mills running in losses.
The fact is that the sugar industry is
highly inefficient, and both the
farmers as well as the consumers are
being made to pay for its continuing
inefficiency.

A sugar mill in Maharashtra

The fault lies in the reluctance
of mills in not modernizing and
diversifying (Read my earlier blog
post: Are sugarcane farmers at the
mercy of sugar mills?
Sugar mills on the other hand
are defiant. 76 of the 99 private sugar
mills in Uttar Pradesh had given a
suspension notice to the State
Government. Private sugar mills in
Maharashtra and Karnataka too had
refused to operate. The mills stand is
that they are not in a position to pay
more than Rs 225 per quintal as the
cane price, which is Rs 55 less than
the State Advised Price in Uttar
Pradesh. Agitating farmers are
demanding Rs 300 per quintal. In
Maharashtra, sugar mills had first
offered to pay only Rs 240 per
quintal against the demand of Rs
300. But finally, as part of the
agreement reached with farmers
mills accepted Rs 265 per quintal as
the price to be paid in two
installments.
Before we go into the specific
case of sugarcane prices, let us first
look at the economics of agriculture
in general. Several studies have
shown that farmers as a class fall in
the lowest category of income slab
in the country. The Ministry of
Agriculture has acknowledged in
Parliament that the average monthly
income of a farming family is less
than Rs 2,400 per month. This is less
than what we in the cities pay to our
maid servants. Isn't it a travesty of
justice to know that the person who
produces food for the country --

annadata -- himself lives in poverty
and hunger?
It shouldn't shock people to
know that roughly about 60 per cent
of the daily wage workers under
MNREGA are actually land owners.
Sugarcane farmers are no
exception. Except for some big
farmers, most of the cane growers
are small farmers whose livelihood
depends upon sugarcane alone. Let's
not forget that unlike wheat and
paddy, sugarcane is an annual crop.
Farmers wait for a year to get a
remunerative price. The one-time
payment they receive for the
sugarcane crop runs their families
expenses throughout the year. Often
they are not paid for months if not
years. In Uttar Pradesh alone, cane
arrears stand at Rs 2,400-crores. And
when sugar mills across the country
form a cartel and refuse to pay a
remunerative price, what do you
expect the farmers to do?
Sugar industry cites the
crumbling economics. Many believe
that it is high time that the bookkeeping by the industry is brought
under a scanner. I am not saying that
the sugar mills are indulging in
unfair practices but it is certainly
important to find out how come the
mills are paying dividends when
they claim to be running in losses?
How come the personal assets of the
owners are growing while the mills
are sliding into red? How come the
sugar mills, which I consider to be
amongst the most pampered of the
Indian industry, should be showing
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losses despite receiving inter-free
loans, export subsidies and generous
financial packages and exemptions?
In March 2013, when the
Central Government had partially
decontrolled sugar, which means the
mills are no longer forced to sell 10
per cent of their produce at low
prices to meet the requirement of the
public distribution system, in an
article in Tehelka (Bitter Politics of
Sugar, April 20, 2013) I had said
that the stocks of “cash-starved”
sugar mills like Shree Renuka
Sugars, Balrampur Chini Mills,
Dhampur Sugar mills, Sakthi
Sugars, Bajaj Hindustan and others
had rallied high. In any case, the
sugar mills benefitted to the tune of
Rs 2,700-crore from the abolition of
levy sugar quota. All that the
government had done was to free the
sugar mills of the burden, and taken
the liability on itself. With an
additional bounty of Rs 2,700-crore,
I see no reason why the mills were
unable to pay a better price to cane
growers.
The fault lies in the reluctance
of mills in not modernizing and
diversifying. Not only sugar that
each mill produces, there are more
than 24 byproducts which can be
produced commercially, including
ethanol and methanol. Why haven't
the private mills been able to make
adequate investments into utilizing
the byproducts? You can't blame the

farmers for that. Former Agriculture
Minister Som Pal says each mill
with a minimum crushing capacity
of 2,500 tonnes should be able to
generate 12 MW power. Using 3
MW for own consumption, at least a
sugar mill should be able to sell
9MW to the grid.
Now take a look at an
exhaustive study done by Dr T N
Prakash of the University of
Agricultural Sciences in Bangalore.
His analysis shows how the
contribution of farmers in the sugar
economy is being deliberately
underplayed. On an average, one
tonne of sugarcane produces 100 kg
sugar, 150 units of electricity and
about 35 litres of alcohol (and I am
not including other byproducts).
Market values of these
manufactured products exceed Rs
40,000. Aren't the farmers therefore
justified in demanding even 10 per
cent of the market value of what they
produce? At Rs 280 per quintal that
has been promised in Uttar Pradesh,
are the farmers not being underpaid?
In any case, 85 per cent of the price
they get has already been incurred
on growing sugarcane. Where is the
farmers fault if the sugar mills are
not running efficiently?
The mills can certainly pay.
They have only formed a cartel to
pressurize the state governments to
pay a lower price to farmers. This
will be suicidal for the sugarcane

A sugarcane farming family in Maharashtra. Costs of
cultivation have gone way beyond the 'fair and
remunerative' prices announced by the Government.
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farmers' as well as for the long-term
viability of the mills itself. Leaving
it to mills to determine the cane
prices will lead to exploitation and
further reduction in farmers' income.
The option before the Central
government therefore is to reject the
recommendations of the Rangarajan
committee, and continue with the
practice of fixing sugar cane prices
for farmers.
Not only sugar that each mill
produces, there are more than 24
byproducts which can be produced
commercially, including ethanol and
methanol. Why haven't the private
mills been able to make adequate
investments into utilizing the
byproducts? You can't blame the
farmers for that. Former Agriculture
Minister Som Pal says each mill
with a minimum crushing capacity
of 2,500 tonnes should be able to
generate 12 MW power. Using 3
MW for own consumption, at least a
sugar mill should be able to sell
9MW to the grid.
Now take a look at an
exhaustive study done in 2012 by Dr
T N Prakash of the University of
Agricultural Sciences in Bangalore,
who is now the Chairman of
Agricultural Prices Commission of
Karnataka. His analysis shows how
the contribution of farmers in the
sugar economy is being deliberately
underplayed. On an average, one
tonne of sugarcane produces 100 kg
sugar, 150 units of electricity and
about 35 litres of alcohol (and I am
not including other byproducts).
Market values of these
manufactured products exceed Rs
40,000. Aren't the farmers therefore
justified in demanding at least 10 per
cent of the market value of what they
produce?
At present, farmers in Haryana
are being paid the highest cane price
of Rs 301 per quintal. If the sugar
mills were efficient, there is no
reason why farmers should be
underpaid. They can still be paid a
higher price. Where is the farmers
fault if the sugar mills are not
running efficiently? How long
should the farmers and consumers
subsidise and inefficient industry?

SOCIAL PERSPECTIVES

This short article discusses the need for regulating the amassing of any type
of wealth: physical, psychic and spiritual. PROUT proposes to place a limit on
the accumulation of physical wealth, whereas a regulation of psychic and
spiritual wealth requires no ceiling but instead a vigorous cultivation
of a sense of proper direction.

The Regulation of Wealth
ð Trond Overland
Regulation of Physical Wealth
For the last 20-30 years, the
wealth of the world's billionaires has
grown three times faster (between 6
to 7 per cent allowing for inflation)
than the rest of the economy (about 2
per cent), the French economist and
author of the controversial book
Capitalism in the Twenty-First
Century,Thomas Pikkety has found.
If capital acquisition continues at the
same pace, the billionaires will own
all capital by 2050, Pikkety
concludes. Hecalls for a 5% to 10%
annual tax on all assets stocks,
bonds, real estate, natural resources,
art, yachts, etc.
owned by
individuals with a net worth of a
least $1 billion.
Pikkety would possibly be
willing to discuss PROUT's
fundamental principle of regulation
of wealth accumulation. Still,
PROUT goes much further than
most reformers of capitalism when it
comes to making improperly
accumulated physical wealth
available for general utilization. The
first principle of the PROUT socioeconomic theory states that no
individual should be allowed to
accumulate any physical wealth

without the permission or approval
of the collective.
In a 1986 discourse, on the
transformation of psychic wealth
into psycho-spiritual wealth, Shrii
Prabhat Rainjan Sarkaroffers a brief
explanation of this fundamental
principle of PROUT: “Those
dominated by hungry psychic urges
and who run after material gains do
not hesitate to exploit others
mercilessly. Exploitation starts
when one violates the principle of
aparigraha and accumulates more
physical wealth than one actually
needs for survival and progress in

the world. The exploiters forget the
basic truth that this material world is
very limited, whereas psychic
pabula is propelled by an unlimited
urge. When unlimited pabula are let
loose in the limited material world,
exploitation starts. A few become
rich and others become poor. In such
a condition millions die without
food, live without shelter, work
without education, suffer without
medicine and move without proper
clothing. The society then splits into
two distinct groups haves and havenots.”*
In other words, PROUT

Slum children play in the backdrop of affluent high rise buildings, Caracas, Venezuela

Footnote
* “The Transformation of Psychic Pabula into Psycho-spiritual Pabulum.” A Few Problems Solved- Part 8.The Electronic Edition
of the Works of P.R. Sarkar, Ver. 7.5, Ananda Marga Publications 2009.
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establishes first of all that
someone'scapital formation should
not be allowed to hinder the
opportunity of others to have a
decent standard of living. On the
contrary, the entire world with all its
potentialities is the common
property of all, in the same way as
inherited wealth is the common
property of all the inheritors. In this
case, all living beings are the sons
and daughters of the Cosmic Father
who has created everything, and all
of us are entitled to utilize the
resources and potentialities that lie
within both the world and ourselves.
“A person accumulating
physical wealth without the
permission of the collective body is
certainly going against the interests
of the collective body. This principle
states that individual liberty should
not go against the interests of the
collective body. This may involve
certain restrictions on individual

liberty, but since the minimum
requirements of life and special
amenities will be guaranteed, this
should not cause any difficulties to
the people.” Shrii P.R. Sarkar, Talks
on PROUT(1961)
When it comes to the
management of agricultural land,
PROUT proposes a particular policy
of regulation. In Talks on PROUT
Shrii P.R. Sarkar advises:
“One pertinent question is
whether both a ceiling on landed
property and a ceiling on bank
balances have to be imposed. It goes
without saying that both methods
have to be adopted, but the latter
should precede the former. This will
bring immediate cash to the
government to help establish new
industries on the one hand, and it
will check the growth of capitalism
on the other. By enforcing land
ceilings no direct benefit can be
expected to accrue to the nation

because the available arable land
will not be increased, nor will
production be increased, since it is
not the function of the government
to cultivate land. Such an approach
would wound the public sentiment
and the public would think that the
state had replaced the big
landowners. In the face of food
shortages it is not advisable to
change land policies immediately.”
In short, the general land policy
of PROUT is to support the gradual
evolution of cooperative
management.**
Regulation of psychic wealth
Suppressing people's access to
psychic wealth has been the main
tool of oppressive regimes. Today
we see it clearly in the form of
Internet censorship of China's
peculiar communist-capitalist
regime, as well as in Islamic states
where people are banned from
dressing as they wishand voicing
their sentiments.
PROUT is diametrically
opposed to any stifling of
intellectual and spiritual pursuits. At
the same time, PROUT recognizes
the need for regulating the formation
of subtle forms of wealth too. Such
regulationsshould not, however,
take the form of limitation of
accumulation of psychic wealth but
of purposeful, meaningful, proper
direction.
The third fundamental
principle of PROUT states that there
should be maximum utilization of all
physical, metaphysical and spiritual
potentialities of individuals as well
as of entire human society.
"This principle stresses the
integrated development of all human
capacities, including the oftenneglected psychic, creative and
spiritual. Individuals in the society
should have the fullest scope for
development of their various talents
without fear of suppression or
oppression; rather such expression
should be socially encouraged. Such
an approach should naturally apply

Footnote
** See http://proutglobe.org/prout/socio-economics/economics/economicdemocracy/cooperatives/ for material on PROUT's
cooperative models, agricultural and others.
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to all, without regard to sex, race,
caste or any other sort of
categorization. The developed
talents, skills and knowledge should
not then be hoarded or used for any
form of exploitation, but rather be
made the collective property of the
society that has nurtured them." Jayanta Kumar, New Aspects of
Prout
Here we would do well to
remember that the human beings
themselves constitute the greatest
potential. If no proper development
takes place internally, there will be
no proper external development
either. Constant efforts should
therefore be made to harness human
potential, and not to hurt or damage
it.
Let us take a few practical
examples, the first one being that of
the presence of paedophilia on the
Internet. The Internet isan enormous
source of knowledge, a powerful
business market place, and a
wonderful treasure chest of
entertainment for billions all over
the world. Meanwhile, paedophilia
and other perverted activities are
also spreading fast on the same
Internet. Pedophilia is a biopsychological disease and not a
human right, just like any other
serious mental diseases. The right of
a gravely mentally ill person is to get
well and not to act out their
fantasies,and in too many cases to
transfer his or her disease to
innocent victims. Thus, in the
interest of children, as well as of the
diseased persons,pedophilia activity
on the Internet has been criminalized
the world over. When perpetrators of
pedophilia are properly cured, they
can progress and the world of
children becomes a better safer
place. It is a tragedy that such cures
are seldom found in today's world.
Hence, the well-being of everyone
lies in firmly limiting the scope of
pedophiles, and constructive efforts
made to aid them in reorienting
themselves and building their future
in a sound bio-psychological way.
The regulation of the
accumulation of psychic wealth
implies, in other words, a positive

orientation from the crude towards
the subtle, by transforming psychophysical urges into pure psychic and
psycho-spiritual endeavours.
Take another subtler example:
A group of Class 7 students begged
their chemistry teacher to do a
project on making explosives. What
was the teacher's response? As
intellectual wealth should be free for
all, did hego along with the naughty
students demands? This wise
teacher honoured the principle of not
limiting the expansion of the
students' psychic wealth, and he did
so by directing his students properly.
Instead of teaching thoseexcited
youngsters how to make explosives,
the teacher chose to enlighten them
on the character of the great Swedish
chemist and scientist Alfred Nobel,
who invented dynamite and
numerous types of armaments. Mr
Nobel was a genius who also
happened to make a lot of moneyby
manufacturing arms and explosives.
Later on in life, after giving due
thought to the need for higher human
development, Nobel decided to
place his vast earnings in the Nobel
Prize Foundation that continues to
this day to honour persons all over
the world who do something
extraordinary in the areas of peace,
chemistry, physics, medicine,
economics and literature.
The young chemistry students
were duly impressed by their wise
teacher's story about the lofty
thinking of a master chemist, and

decided to leave explosives for now
and instead go back to basic
chemistry as well as the cultivation
of a newfound interest in great
human achievements.
The capacity and maturity of
students has to be taken into account
at all stages of instruction and
teaching. For example, to teach
reading and writing by standard
methods to persons with significant
dyslexia problems will not do, as
such students require an appropriate
learning methodology and special
tools in order to develop their
language skills.
One must always pay attention
so that one does not lead people
astray or waste their time in useless
and even potentially dangerous
learning. To initiate a novice in
advanced and sophisticated
techniques of meditation may not
only be useless but even harmful. In
all areas of life we need to crawl
before we can walk. However, this
basic fact of life does not mean that
future opportunities are thereby
closed to us. The subtler spheres of
existence always welcome the able
aspirants to avail themselves of the
endless opportunities that they
provide.
Regulation of Spiritual Wealth
There are two main keys to
regulating spiritual wealth: keeping
inspired and doing maximum
selfless service.
It is said that the spiritual path
is beset with obstacles. It is so
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because every step on this path
presents a challenge to deep-seated
animalistic tendencies in us: the
legacy of our evolutionary past.
Whenever we strive to take a
significant step forward on our life's
journey, the instinctual nature in
both others and ourselves raises its
primitive head in a stubborn effort to
hold us all back. Hence, the path
towards sublime spirituality is the
path of sublime individual and
collective struggle.
The foremost device for
regulating spiritual wealth is
therefore inspiration. To remain
highly motivated and stimulated
towards true greatness is the key to
spiritual advancement. Without such
boundless inspiration it would be
next to impossible to uplift and
evolve the animalistic mind towards
the sublime stages and final
emancipation. Hence, inspiring
others and ourselves is crucial to
evolving practical spirituality.
The second device for
regulating spiritual wealth is selfless
service. Amassing spiritual energy
results in the build-up of vast
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amounts of various forms of positive
energies. All of it has to be spent for
the well-being of others in order for
selflessness to take hold and
manifest fully in the practitioner.
Otherwise, two dangerous
developments may occur:
attachment to subtle spiritual
energies and their powers, and
increasingly suppressed unresolved
worldly urges. The Isa Upanishad
(verse 12) states:
Andhaḿ tamahpravishanti
ye vidyamupásate
Tatobhuyáivatetamoya
u vidyáyáḿratáh.
The essential meaning of this
verse is: Those who keep acting only
in the world drift towards darkness,
due to their increasing attachments
to the results of their actions; and on
the other hand, those who worship
the spiritonly depart into even
deeper darkness, due to the resulting
split between their spiritual state and
the remaining worldly urges in them.
Who should genuine spiritual
practitioners serve? They should
unreservedly serve both their
spiritual goal as well as all of its

manifestations. It means that one's
spiritual practice should be a service
to the Supreme, and besides that one
has to fully engage oneself in the
service of all those in need in the
world
plants, animals, human
beings
who are all but the
expression of that same spiritual
entity.
PROUT establishes the ageless
wisdom of spiritual approach and
all-round adjustment in the physical
realm, while keeping in harmony
with the needs in the psychic and
spiritual realms. It is a serviceoriented socio-economic theory that
paves the way for balanced solutions
toall physical, psychic and spiritual
troubles. By properly regulating the
utilizations of all potentialities,
people will be able to advance much
further on the path of human
evolution and reach still higher
stages of attainments in all spheres.
In conclusion, the
accumulation of physical wealth,
due to its scarcity, needs to be
restricted, while the accumulation of
psychic and spiritual wealth only
needs to be properly directed.

SOCIAL REVOLUTION

Open Source Revolution
in Offing
The man who trained more than 66 countries in open source methods
calls for re-invention of intelligence to re-engineer Earth
ð Dr. Nafeez Ahmed

R

obert David Steele,
former Marine, CIA
case officer, and US
co-founder of the US Marine Corps
intelligence activity, is a man on a
mission. But it's a mission that
frightens the US intelligence
establishment to its core. With 18
years experience working across the
US intelligence community,
followed by 20 more years in
commercial intelligence and
training, Steele's exemplary career
has spanned almost all areas of both
the clandestine world.
Steele started off as a Marine
Corps infantry and intelligence
officer. After four years on active
duty, he joined the CIA for about a
decade before co-founding the
Marine Corps Intelligence Activity,
where he was deputy director.
Widely recognised as the leader of
the Open Source Intelligence
(OSINT) paradigm, Steele went on
to write the handbooks on OSINT
for NATO, the US Defense
Intelligence Agency and the U.S.
Special Operations Forces. In
passing, he personally trained 7,500
officers from over 66 countries.
In 1992, despite opposition
from the CIA, he obtained Marine
Corps permission to organise a

landmark international conference
on open source intelligence – the
paradigm of deriving information to
support policy decisions not through
secret activities, but from open
public sources available to all. The
conference was such a success it
brought in over 620 attendees from
the intelligence world.
But the CIA wasn't happy, and
ensured that Steele was prohibited
from running a second conference.
The clash prompted him to resign
from his position as second-ranking

civilian in Marine Corps
intelligence, and pursue the open
source paradigm elsewhere. He
went on to found and head up the
Open Source Solutions Network
Inc. and later the non-profit Earth
Intelligence Network which runs the
Public Intelligence Blog.
I first came across Steele when
I discovered his Amazon review of
my third book, The War on Truth:
9/11, Disinformation and the
Anatomy of Terrorism. A voracious
reader, Steele is the number 1

A businessman tries to break through a line of Occupy Wall Street protesters who
had blocked access to the New York Stock Exchange area in November 2011.
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Former CIA spy and Open Source Intelligence pioneer, Robert David Steele speaking
at the Inter-American Defense Board in 2013

Amazon reviewer for non-fiction
across 98 categories. He also
reviewed my latest book, A User's
Guide to the Crisis of Civilization,
but told me I'd overlooked an
important early work – ‘A More
S e c u r e Wo r l d : O u r S h a r e d
Responsibility, Report of the UN
High-Level Panel on Threats,
Challenges, and Change .'
Last month, Steele presented a
startling paper at the Libtech
conference in New York, sponsored
by the Internet Society and Reclaim.
Drawing on principles set out in his
latest book, The Open-Source
Everything Manifesto:
Transparency, Truth and Trust, he
told the audience that all the major
preconditions for revolution – set
out in his 1976 graduate thesis –
were now present in the United
States and Britain.
Steele's book is a must-read, a
powerful yet still pragmatic
roadmap to a new civilisational
paradigm that simultaneously offers
a trenchant, unrelenting critique of
the prevailing global order. His
interdisciplinary 'whole systems'
approach dramatically connects up
the increasing corruption,
inefficiency and unaccountability of
the intelligence system and its
political and financial masters with
escalating inequalities and
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environmental crises. But he also
offers a comprehensive vision of
hope that activist networks like
Reclaim are implementing today.
"We are at the end of a fivethousand-year-plus historical
process during which human society
grew in scale while it abandoned the
early indigenous wisdom councils
and communal decision-making,"
he writes in The Open Source
Everything Manifesto. "Power was
centralised in the hands of
increasingly specialised 'elites' and
'experts' who not only failed to
achieve all they promised but used
secrecy and the control of
information to deceive the public
into allowing them to retain power
over community resources that they
ultimately looted."
Today's capitalism, he argues,
is inherently predatory and
destructive:
"Over the course of the last
centuries, the commons was fenced,
and everything from agriculture to
water was commoditised without
regard to the true cost in nonrenewable resources. Human
beings, who had spent centuries
evolving away from slavery, were
re-commoditised by the Industrial
Era."
Open source everything, in this
context, offers us the chance to build

on what we've learned through
industrialisation, to learn from our
mistakes, and catalyse the reopening of the commons, in the
process breaking the grip of defunct
power structures and enabling the
possibility of prosperity for all.
"Sharing, not secrecy, is the
means by which we realise such a
lofty destiny as well as create
infinite wealth. The wealth of
networks, the wealth of knowledge,
revolutionary wealth - all can create
a nonzero win-win Earth that works
for one hundred percent of
humanity. This is the 'utopia' that
Buckminster Fuller foresaw, now
within our reach."
The goal, he concludes, is to
reject:"... concentrated illicitly
aggregated and largely phantom
wealth in favor of community
wealth defined by community
knowledge, community sharing of
information, and community
definition of truth derived in
transparency and authenticity, the
latter being the ultimate arbiter of
shared wealth."
Despite this unabashedly
radical vision, Steele is hugely
respected by senior military
intelligence experts across the
world. As a researcher at the US
Army War College's Strategic
Studies Institute, he has authored
several monographs advocating the
need for open source methods to
transform the craft of intelligence.
He has lectured to the US State
Department and Department of
Homeland Security as well as
National Security Councils in
various countries, and his new book
has received accolades from senior
intelligence officials across multiple
countries including France and
Turkey.
Yet he remains an outspoken
critic of US intelligence practices
and what he sees as their integral role
in aggravating rather than
ameliorating the world's greatest
threats and challenges. This week, I
had the good fortune of being able to
touch base with Steele to dig deeper
into his recent analysis of the future
of US politics in the context of our
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Former CIA officer's matrix on the preconditions for revolution

accelerating environmental
challenges. The first thing I asked
him was where he sees things going
over the next decade, given his
holistic take.
"Properly educated people
always appreciate holistic
approaches to any challenge. This
means that they understand both
cause and effect, and intertwined
complexities," he said. "A major part
of our problem in the public policy
arena is the decline in intelligence
with integrity among key politicians
and staff at the same time that think
tanks and universities and nongovernmental organisations have
also suffered a similar intellectual

diminishment.
"My early graduate education
was in the 1970's when Limits to
Growth and World Federalism were
the rage. Both sought to achieve an
over-view of systemic challenges,
but both also suffered from the myth
of top-down hubris. What was clear
in the 1970s, that has been obscured
by political and financial treason in
the past half-century, is that
everything is connected – what we
do in the way of paving over
wetlands, or in poisoning ground
water 'inadvertently' because of our
reliance on pesticides and fertilisers
that are not subject to the integrity of
the 'Precautionary Principle,'

ultimately leads to climate
catastrophes that are acts of man, not
acts of god."
He points me to his tremendous
collection of reviews of books on
climate change, disease,
environmental degradation, peak
oil, and water scarcity. "I see five
major overlapping threats on the
immediate horizon," he continues.
"They are all related: the collapse of
complex societies, the acceleration
of the Earth's demise with changes
that used to take 10,000 years now
taking three or less, predatory or
shock capitalism and financial crime
out of the City of London and Wall
Street, and political corruption at
scale, to include the west supporting
42 of 44 dictators. We are close to
multiple mass catastrophes."
What about the claim that the
US is on the brink of
revolution?
"Revolution is overthrow – the
complete reversal of the status quo
ante. We are at the end of centuries of
what Lionel Tiger calls 'The
Manufacture of Evil,' in which
merchant banks led by the City of
London have conspired with captive
governments to concentrate wealth
and commoditise everything
including humans. What revolution
means in practical terms is that
balance has been lost and the status
quo ante is unsustainable. There are
two 'stops' on greed to the nth
degree: the first is the carrying
capacity of Earth, and the second is
human sensibility. We are now at a
point where both stops are
activating."
It's not just the US, he adds.
"The preconditions of revolution
exist in the UK, and most western
countries. The number of active preconditions is quite stunning, from
elite isolation to concentrated wealth
to inadequate socialisation and
education, to concentrated land
holdings to loss of authority to
repression of new technologies
especially in relation to energy, to
the atrophy of the public sector and
spread of corruption, tomedia
dishonesty, to mass unemployment
of young men and on and on and on."
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Robert Steele's vision for open source systems

So why isn't it happening yet?
"Preconditions are not the
same as precipitants. We are waiting
for our Tunisian fruit seller. The
public will endure great repression,
especially when most media outlets
and schools are actively aiding the
repressive meme of 'you are
helpless, this is the order of things.'
When we have a scandal so powerful
that it cannot be ignored by the
average Briton or American, we will
have a revolution that overturns the
corrupt political systems in both
countries, and perhaps puts many
banks out ofbusiness. Vaclav Havel
calls this 'The Power of the
Powerless.' One spark, one massive
fire."
But we need more than
revolution, in the sense of
overthrow, to effect change,
s u r e l y. H o w d o e s y o u r
manifesto for 'open source
everything' fit into this?
"The west has pursued an
industrialisation path that allows for
the privatisation of wealth from the
commons, along with the
criminalisation of commons rights
of the public, as well as the
externalisation of all true costs.
Never mind that fracking produces
earthquakes and poisons aquifers –
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corrupt politicians at local, state or
province, and national levels are all
too happy to take money for looking
t h e o t h e r w a y. O u r e n t i r e
commercial, diplomatic, and
informational systems are now
cancerous. When trade treaties have
secret sections – or are entirely
secret – one can be certain the public
is being screwed and the secrecy is
an attempt to avoid accountability.
Secrecy enables corruption. So also
does an inattentive public enable
corruption."
Is this a crisis of capitalism,
then? Does capitalism need to
end for us to resolve these
problems? And if so, how?
"Predatory capitalism is based
on the privatisation of profit and the
externalisation of cost. It is an
extension of the fencing of the
commons, of enclosures, along with
the criminalisation of prior common
customs and rights. What we need is
a system that fully accounts for all
costs. Whether we call that
capitalism or not is irrelevant to me.
But doing so would fundamentally
transform the dynamic of present
day capitalism, by making capital
open source. For example, and as
calculated by my colleague JZ
Liszkiewicz, a white cotton T-shirt

contains roughly 570 gallons of
water, 11 to 29 gallons of fuel, and a
number of toxins and emissions
including pesticides, diesel exhaust,
and heavy metals and other volatile
compounds – it also generally
includes child labor. Accounting for
those costs and their real social,
human and environmental impacts
has totally different implications for
how we should organise production
and consumption than current
predatory capitalism."
So what exactly do you mean
by open source everything?
"We have over 5 billion human
brains that are the one infinite
resource available to us going
forward. Crowd-sourcing and
cognitive surplus are two terms of
art for the changing power dynamic
between those at the top that are
ignorant and corrupt, and those
across the bottom that are attentive
and ethical. The open source
ecology is made up of a wide range
of opens – open farm technology,
open source software, open
hardware, open networks, open
money, open small business
technology, open patents – to name
just a few. The key point is that they
must all develop together, otherwise
the existing system will isolate them
into ineffectiveness. Open data is
largely worthless unless you have
open hardware and open software.
Open government demands open
cloud and open spectrum, or money
will dominate feeds and speeds."
On 1st May, Steele sent an
open letter to US vice president Joe
Biden requesting him to consider
establishing an Open Source Agency
that would transform the operation
of the intelligence community,
dramatically reduce costs,
increasing oversight and
accountability, while increasing
access to the best possible
information to support holistic
policy-making. To date, he has
received no response.
I'm not particularly surprised.
Open source everything pretty much
undermines everything the national
security state stands for. Why bother
even asking vice president Biden to

consider it? "The national security
state is rooted in secrecy as a means
of avoiding accountability. My first
book, On Intelligence: Spies and
Secrecy in an Open World – which
by the way had a foreword from
Senator David Boren, the immediate
past chairman of the Senate Select
Committee for Intelligence - made it
quite clear that the national security
state is an expensive, ineffective
monstrosity that is simply not fit for
purpose. In that sense, the national
security state is it's own worst enemy
– it's bound to fail."
Given his standing as an
intelligence expert, Steele's
criticisms of US intelligence
excesses are beyond scathing – they
are damning. "Most of what is
produced through secret methods is
not actually intelligence at all. It is
simply secret information that is,
most of the time, rather generic and
therefore not actually very useful for
making critical decisions at a
government level. The National
Security Agency (NSA) has not
prevented any terrorist incidents.
CIA cannot even get the population
of Syria correct and provides no
intelligence - decision-support - to
most cabinet secretaries, assistant
secretaries, and department heads.
Indeed General Tony Zinni, when he
was commander in chief of the US
Central Command as it was at war, is
on record as saying that he received,
'at best,' a meagre 4% of what he
needed to know from secret sources
and methods."
So does open source mean you
are calling for abolition of
intelligence agencies as we
know them, I ask.
"I'm a former spy and I believe
we still need spies and secrecy, but
we need to redirect the vast majority
of the funds now spent on secrecy
toward savings and narrowly
focused endeavors at home. For
instance, utterly ruthless
counterintelligence against
corruption, or horrendous evils like
paedophilia.
"Believe it or not, 95% of what
we need for ethical evidence-based

decision support cannot be obtained
through the secret methods of
standard intelligence practices. But
it can be obtained quite openly and
cheaply from academics, civil
society, commerce, governments,
law enforcement organisations, the
media, all militaries, and nongovernmental organisations. An
Open Source Agency, as I've
proposed it, would not just meet
95% of our intelligence
requirements, it would do the same
at all levels of government and carry
over by enriching education,
commerce, and research – it would
create what I called in 1995 a 'Smart
Nation.'
"The whole point of Open
Source Everything is to restore
public agency. Open Source is the
only form of information and
information technology that is
a ff o r d a b l e t o t h e m a j o r i t y,
interoperable across all boundaries,
and rapidly scalable from local to
global without the curse of overhead
that proprietary corporations
impose."
It's clear to me that when Steele

talks about intelligence as 'decisionsupport,' he really does intend that
we grasp "all information in all
languages all the time" – that we do
multidisciplinary research spanning
centuries into the past as well as into
the future. His most intriguing
premise is that the 1% are simply not
as powerful as they, and we, assume
them to be. "The collective buying
power of the five billion poor is four
times that of the one billion rich
according to the late Harvard
business thinker Prof C.K. Prahalad
– open source everything is about
the five billion poor coming together
to reclaim their collective wealth
and mobilise it to transform their
lives. There is zero chance of the
revolution being put down. Public
agency is emergent, and the ability
of the public to literally put any bank
or corporation out of business
overnight is looming. To paraphrase
Abe Lincoln, you cannot screw all of
the people all of the time. We're
there. All we lack is a major
precipitant – our Tunisian fruit
seller. When it happens the
revolution will be deep and lasting."

Robert Steele's graphic on open source systems thinking
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The Arab spring analogy has its
negatives. So far, there really
isn't much to root for. I want to
know what's to stop this
revolution from turning into a
violent, destructive mess.
Steele is characteristically
optimistic. "I have struggled with
this question. What I see happening
is an end to national dictat and the
emergence of bottom-up clarity,
d i v e r s i t y, i n t e g r i t y, a n d
sustainability. Individual towns
across the USA are now nullifying
federal and state regulations - for
example gag laws on animal cruelty,
blanket permissions for fracking.
Those such as my colleague Parag
Khanna that speak to a new era of
city-states are correct in my view.
Top down power has failed in a most
spectacular manner, and bottom-up
consensus power is emergent. 'Not
in my neighborhood' is beginning to
trump 'Because I say so.' The one
unlimited resource we have on the
planet is the human brain – the
current strategy of 1% capitalism is
failing because it is killing the
Golden Goose at multiple levels.
Unfortunately, the gap between
those with money and power and
those who actually know what they
are talking about has grown
catastrophic. The rich are
surrounded by sycophants and
pretenders whose continued
employment demands that they not
question the premises. As Larry
Summers lectured Elizabeth
Warren, 'insiders do not criticise
insiders.'"
But how can activists actually
start moving toward the open
source vision now?
"For starters, there are eight
'tribes' that among them can bring
together all relevant information:
academia, civil society including
labor unions and religions,
commerce especially small
business, government especially
local, law enforcement, media,
military, and non-government/nonprofit. At every level from local to
global, across every mission area,
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we need to create stewardship
councils integrating personalities
and information from all eight
tribes. We don't need to wait around
for someone else to get started. All
of us who recognise the vitality of
this possibility can begin creating
these new grassroots structures from
the bottom-up, right now."
So how does open source
everything have the potential
to 're-engineer the Earth'?
For me, this is the most
important question, and Steele's
answer is inspiring. "Open Source
Everything overturns top-down
'because I say so at the point of a gun'
power. Open Source Everything
makes truth rather than violence the
currency of power. Open Source
Everything demands that true cost
economics and the indigenous
concept of 'seventh generation
thinking' – how will this affect
society 200 years ahead – become
central. Most of our problems today
can be traced to the ascendance of
unilateral militarism, virtual
colonialism, and predatory
capitalism, all based on force and
lies and encroachment on the
commons. The national security
state works for the City of London
and Wall Street – both are about to be
toppled by a combination of Eastern
alternative banking and alternative
international development
capabilities, and individuals who

recognise that they have the power
to pull their money out of the banks
and not buy the consumer goods that
subsidise corruption and the
concentration of wealth. The
opportunity to take back the
commons for the benefit of
humanity as a whole is open – here
and now."
For Steele, the open source
revolution is inevitable, simply
because the demise of the system
presided over by the 1% cannot be
stopped – and because the
alternatives to reclaiming the
commons are too dismal to
contemplate. We have no choice but
to step up.
"My motto, a play on the CIA
motto that is disgraced every day, is
'the truth at any cost lowers all other
costs'", he tells me. "Others wiser
than I have pointed out that Nature
bats last. We are at the end of an era
in which lies can be used to steal
from the public and the commons.
We are at the beginning of an era in
which truth in public service can
restore us all to a state of grace."
The writer is an international
security journalist and academic.
He is the author of A User’s Guide to
the Crisis of Civilization: And How
to Save It, and the forthcoming
science fiction thriller ZERO
POINT, which is set in a near future
following a Fourth Iraq War.

CASTEISM
Women suffering from caste-based violence in one of
the world's most brutal systems of oppression are
asking for global solidarity in their struggle.

UN Rights Council

End Caste Based Rapes
ð PROUT REPORT
Senior UN human rights
officials at a United Nations Human
Rights Council side event have
called for an end to caste-based rape
and violence against women. The
event, co-sponsored by Human
Rights Watch (HRW), followed
urgent global calls for action from
numerous human rights
organizations, India's UN
representative, and policymakers
from around the world in response
to the gang-rape and hanging of two
girls in India on May 27.
At the side-event, the speakers
urged UN member countries to
speak up about the escalating castebased violence against women. UN
High Commissioner for Human
Rights Navi Pillay said, "I urge
governments to fully implement all
the recommendations made by
international human rights
mechanisms, as well as those arising
from national processes. Our
outrage is not enough. We must take
real and focused action to mend our
societies' dramatic failure to support
the rights of people of discriminated
castes, particularly women and
girls."
The UN Women policy
director, Saraswathi Menon, said
"Words and legislation is not
enough we need concrete action.
Legislation alone does not address
structural discrimination. The UN
has an important role to play and

must step up to the plate to help stop
caste-based violence against
women."
Dalit women leaders from
South Asia, representing castes that
traditionally have been
marginalized, and other speakers
urged concrete support for the
victims of caste-based violence in
their fight against injustice and the
need to strengthen the UN's role.
Asha Kowtal, who is leading a
delegation of Dalit women to the
Human Rights Council, said,
"Caste-based rape and violence
against Dalit women and girls is
escalating as we fight to claim
justice. The amount of cases is
growing and the brutality of the
crimes becoming increasingly
severe. Systems of justice meant to
protect Dalit women at the national
level are completely failing us. We
are asking for immediate loud and
clear global support in our struggle."
Manjula Pradeep, a leading
Dalit rights activist, added that
caste-based violence and
discrimination not only affects
women in India but millions of other
women across the world in Nepal,
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Yemen and
other caste-affected countries.
Pradeep stated: "The discussion on
how to end this inhuman system
needs to take place on both a
national and a global level with UN
engagement."

"Women suffering from castebased violence in one of the world's
most brutal systems of oppression
are asking for global solidarity in
their struggle. The world that so
strongly supported the fight against
apartheid must now tackle caste
discrimination with the same
commitment," said RikkeNöhrlind,
director at the International
Solidarity Network (IDSN).
Juliette De Rivero, Geneva
advocacy director at Human Rights
Watch, cited institutional barriers to
ensuring justice and support for
survivors of sexual violence: "Dalit
communities have long suffered
serious abuses, but the state
response has fallen short. The
government should undertake
systemic changes for proper
enforcement of laws, and ensure that
public officials, including the
police, are held accountable when
they fail in their duty."
The June 17 event in the Palais
des Nations in Geneva and was
sponsored by Human Rights Watch,
the International Movement Against
All Forms of Discrimination and
Racism (IMADR), Minority Rights
Group, Franciscan International,
and the Asian Forum for Human
Rights and Development. It was
organized in association with
International Dalit Solidarity
Network (IDSN) and co-sponsored
by Norway and Denmark.
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HIDDEN AGENDA

The Destruction and Political Fragmentation of Iraq.
Towards the Creation of a US Sponsored Islamist Caliphate

The Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham
An instrument of the Western Military Alliance
ð Prof Michel Chossudovsky
The Western media in chorus
have described the unfolding
conflict in Iraq as a “civil war”
opposing the Islamic State of Iraq
and al-Sham against the Armed
forces of the Al-Maliki government.
(Also referred to as Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) or Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS))
The conflict is casually
described as “sectarian warfare”
between Radical Sunni and Shia
without addressing “who is behind
the various factions”. What is at
stake is a carefully staged US
military-intelligence agenda.
Known and documented, Al Qaeda
affiliated entities have been used by
US-NATO in numerous conflicts as
“intelligence assets” since the
heyday of the Soviet-Afghan war. In
Syria, the Al Nusrah and ISIS rebels
are the foot-soldiers of the Western
military alliance, which oversees
and controls the recruitment and
training of paramilitary forces.
The Al Qaeda affiliated Islamic
State of Iraq (ISI) re-emerged in
April 2013 with a different name and
acronym, commonly referred to as
the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria
(ISIS). The formation of a terrorist
entity encompassing both Iraq and
Syria was part of a US intelligence
agenda. It responded to geopolitical
objectives. It also coincided with the
advances of Syrian government
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forces against the US sponsored
insurgency in Syria and the failures
of both the Free Syrian Army (FSA)
and its various “opposition” terror
brigades.
The decision was taken by
Washington to channel its support
(covertly) in favor of a terrorist
entity which operates in both Syria
and Iraq and which has logistical
bases in both countries. The ISIS
Sunni caliphate project coincides
with a longstanding US agenda to
carve up both Iraq and Syria into
three separate territories: A Sunni
Islamist Caliphate, an Arab Shia
Republic, and a Republic of
Kurdistan.
Whereas the (US proxy)
government in Baghdad purchases
advanced weapons systems from the
US including F16 fighter jets from
Lockheed Martin, the Islamic State
of Iraq and al-Sham –which is
fighting Iraqi government forces– is
supported covertly by Western
intelligence. The objective is to
engineer a civil war in Iraq, in which
both sides are controlled indirectly
by US-NATO. The scenario is to arm
and equip them, on both sides,
finance them with advanced
weapons systems and then “let them
fight”.
US-NATO is involved in the
recruitment, training and financing
of ISIS death squads operating in

both Iraq and Syria. ISIS operates
through indirect channels in liaison
with Western intelligence. In turn,
corroborated by reports on Syria’s
insurgency, Western special forces
and mercenaries integrate the ranks
of ISIS. US-NATO support to ISIS is
channeled covertly through
America’s staunchest allies: Qatar
and Saudi Arabia. According to
London’s Daily Express “They had
money and arms supplied by Qatar
and Saudi Arabia.”
“through allies such as Saudi
Arabia and Qatar, the West [has]
supported militant rebel
groupswhich have since mutated
into ISIS and other al Qaeda
connected militias. ( Daily
Telegraph, June 12, 2014) While the
media acknowledges that the
government of Prime Minister Nuri
al-Maliki has accused Saudi Arabia
and Qatar of supporting ISIS, it
invariably fails to mention that both
Doha and Riyadh are acting on
behalf and in close liaison with
Washington.
Under the banner of a civil war,
an undercover war of aggression is
being fought which essentially
contributes to further destroying an
entire country, its institutions, its
economy. The undercover operation
is part of an intelligence agenda, an
engineered process which consists
in transforming Iraq into an open

territory. Meanwhile,
public
opinion is led to believe that what is
at stake is confrontation between
Shia and Sunni.
America’s military occupation
of Iraq has been replaced by nonconventional forms of warfare.
Realities are blurred. In a bitter
irony, the aggressor nation is
portrayed as coming to the rescue of
a “sovereign Iraq”. An internal “civil
war” between Shia and Sunni is
fomented by US-NATO support to
both the Al-Maliki government as
well as to the Sunni ISIS rebels. The
breakup of Iraq along sectarian lines
is longstanding policy of the US and
its allies.
“Supporting both Sides”
The “War on Terrorism”
consists in creating Al Qaeda
terrorist entities as part of an
intelligence operation, as well as
also coming to the rescue of
governments which are the target of
the terrorist insurgency. This
process is carried out under the
banner of counter-terrorism. It
creates the pretext to intervene. ISIS
is a caliphate project of creating a
Sunni Islamist state. It is not a
project of the Sunni population of
Iraq which is broadly committed to a
secular form of government. The
caliphate project is part of a US
intelligence operation.
In response to the advance of
the ISIS rebels, Washington is
envisaging the use of aerial
bombings as well as drone attacks in
support of the Baghdad government
as part of a counter-terrorism
operation. It is all for a good cause:
to fight the terrorists, without of
course acknowledging that these
terrorists are the “foot soldiers” of
the Western military alliance.
Needless to say, these developments
contribute not only to destabilizing
Iraq, but also to weakening the Iraqi
resistance movement, which is one
of major objectives of US-NATO.
The Islamic caliphate is
supported covertly by the CIA in
liaison with Saudi Arabia, Qatar and
Turkish intelligence. Israel is also
involved in channeling support to
both Al Qaeda rebels in Syria (out of

ISIS fighters in Iraq

the Golan Heights) as well to the
Kurdish separatist movement in
Syria and Iraq. More broadly, the
“Global War on Terrorism”
(GWOT) encompasses a consistent
and diabolical logic: both sides
–namely the terrorists and the
government– are supported by the
same military and intelligence
actors, namely US-NATO.
While this pattern describes the
current situation in Iraq, the
structure of “supporting both sides”
with a view to engineering sectarian
conflict has been implemented time
and again in numerous countries.
Insurgencies integrated by Al Qaeda
operatives (and supported by
Western intelligence) prevail in a
large number of countries including
Yemen, Libya, Nigeria, Somalia,
Mali, the Central African Republic,
Pakistan. The endgame is to
destabilize sovereign nation states
and to transform countries into open
territories (on behalf of so-called
foreign investors).
The pretext to intervene on
humanitarian grounds (e.g. in Mali,
Nigeria or the Central African
Republic) is predicated on the
existence of terrorist forces. Yet
these terrorist forces would not exist
without covert US-NATO support.
Something unusual occurred
in Mosul which cannot be explained
in strictly military terms. On June
10, the insurgent forces of the
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant

(ISIS) captured Mosul, Iraq’s
second largest city, with a
population of close to 1.5 million
people. While these developments
were “unexpected” according to the
Obama administration, they were
known to the Pentagon and US
intelligence, which were not only
providing weapons, logistics and
financial support to the ISIS
rebels,they were also coordinating,
behind the scenes, the ISIS attack on
the city of Mosul.
While ISIS is a well equipped
and disciplined rebel army when
compared to other Al Qaeda
affiliated formations, the capture of
Mosul, did not hinge upon ISIS’s
military capabilities. Quite the
opposite: Iraqi forces which
outnumbered the rebels by far,
equipped with advanced weapons
systems could have easily repelled
the ISIS rebels. There were 30,000
government forces in Mosul as
opposed to 1000 ISIS rebels,
according to reports. The Iraqi army
chose not to intervene. The media
reports explained without evidence
that the decision of the Iraqi armed
forces not to intervene was
spontaneous characterized by mass
defections.
I r a q i o ff i c i a l s t o l d t h e
Guardian that two divisions of Iraqi
soldiers – roughly 30,000 men –
simply turned and ran in the face of
the assault by an insurgent force of
just 800 fighters. Isis extremists
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roamed freely on Wednesday
through the streets of Mosul, openly
surprised at the ease with which they
took Iraq’s second largest city after
three days of sporadic fighting.
(Guardian, June 12, 2014, emphasis
added) The reports point to the fact
that Iraqi military commanders were
sympathetic with the Sunni led ISIS
insurgency: Speaking from the
Kurdish city of Erbil, the defectors
accused their officers of cowardice
and betrayal, saying generals in
Mosul “handed over” the city over to
Sunni insurgents, with whom they
shared sectarian and historical ties.
(Daily Telegraph, 13 June 2014)
What is important to
understand, is that both sides,
namely the regular Iraqi forces and
the ISIS rebel army are supported by
US-NATO. There were US military
advisers and special forces including
operatives from private military
companies on location in Mosul
working with Iraq’s regular armed
forces. In turn, there are Western
special forces or mercenaries within
ISIS (acting on contract to the CIA or
the Pentagon) who are in liaison
with US-NATO (e.g. through
satellite phones). Under these
circumstances, with US intelligence
amply involved, there would have
been routine communication,
coordination, logistics and exchange
of intelligence between a US-NATO

Source: The Economist

36 August 2014 | PROUT

military and intelligence command
center, US-NATO military advisers
forces or private military contractors
on the ground assigned to the Iraqi
Army and Western special forces
attached to the ISIS brigades. These
Western special forces operating
covertly within the ISIS could have
been dispatched by a private security
company on contract to US-NATO.
In this regard, the capture of
Mosul appears to have been a
carefully engineered operation,
planned well in advance. With the
exception of a few skirmishes, no
fighting took place. Entire divisions
of the Iraqi National Army –trained
by the US military with advanced
weapons systems at their disposal–
could have easily repelled the ISIS
rebels. Reports suggest that they
were ordered by their commanders
not to intervene. According to
witnesses, “Not a single shot was
fired”.
The forces that had been in
Mosul have fled — some of which
abandoned their uniforms as well as
their posts as the ISIS forces
swarmed into the city.
Fighters with the Islamic State
of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), an al-Qaeda
offshoot, overran the entire western
bank of the city overnight after Iraqi
soldiers and police apparently fled
their posts, in some instances
discarding their uniforms as they

sought to escape the advance of the
militants.http://hotair.com/archives/
2014/06/10/mosul-falls-to-alqaeda-as-us-trained-securityforces-flee/
A contingent of one thousand
ISIS rebels take over a city of more
than one million? Without prior
knowledge that the US controlled
Iraqi Army (30,000 strong) would
not intervene, the Mosul operation
would have fallen flat, the rebels
would have been decimated. Who
was behind the decision to let the
ISIS terrorists take control of
Mosul? Had the senior Iraqi
commanders been instructed by
their Western military advisers to
hand over the city to the ISIS
terrorists? Were they co-opted?
Was the handing over of Mosul
to ISIS part of a US intelligence
agenda? Were the Iraqi military
commanders manipulated or paid
off into allowing the city to fall into
the hands of the ISIS rebels without
“a single shot being fired”.
Shiite General Mehdi Sabih alGharawi who was in charge of the
Mosul Army divisions “had left the
city”. Al Gharawi had worked hand
in glove with the US military. He
took over the command of Mosul in
September 2011, from US Col Scott
McKean. Had he been co-opted,
instructed by his US counterparts to
abandon his command? (image left)
U.S. Army Col. Scott McKean,
right, commander, 4th Advise and
Assist Brigade, 1st Armored
Division, talks with Iraqi police Maj.
Gen. Mahdi Sabih al-Gharawi
following a transfer of authority
ceremony on September 4, 2011
US forces could have
intervened. They had been
instructed to let it happen. It was part
of a carefully planned agenda to
facilitate the advance of the ISIS
rebel forces and the installation of
the ISIS caliphate. The whole
operation appears to have been
carefully staged. In Mosul,
government buildings, police
stations, schools, hospitals, etc are
formally now under the control of
the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria
(ISIS). In turn, ISIS has taken

control of military hardware
including helicopters and tanks
which were abandoned by the Iraqi
armed forces.
What is unfolding is the
installation of a US sponsored
Islamist ISIS caliphate alongside the
rapid demise of the Baghdad
government. Meanwhile, the
Northern Kurdistan region has de
facto declared its independence
from Baghdad. Kurdish peshmerga
rebel forces (which are supported by
Israel) have taken control of the
cities of Arbil and Kirkuk. (See map
above)
Concluding Remarks
There were no Al Qaeda rebels
in Iraq prior to the 2003 invasion.
Moreover, Al Qaeda was nonexistent in Syria until the outset of
the US-NATO-Israeli supported
insurgency in March 2011. The ISIS
is not an independent entity. It is a
creation of US intelligence. It is a US
intelligence asset, an instrument of
non-conventional warfare. The
ultimate objective of this ongoing

US-NATO engineered conflict
opposing Maliki government forces
to the ISIS insurgency is to destroy
and destabilize Iraq as a Nation
State. It is part of an intelligence
operation, an engineered process of
transforming countries into
territories. The breakup of Iraq along
sectarian lines is a longstanding
policy of the US and its allies.
The ISIS is a caliphate project
of creating a Sunni Islamist state. It
is not a project of the Sunni
population of Iraq which historically
has been committed to a secular
system of government. The
caliphate project is a US design. The
advances of ISIS forces is intended
to garnish broad support within the
Sunni population directed against
the Al Maliki government The
division of Iraq along sectarianethnic lines has been on the drawing
board of the Pentagon for more than
10 years.
The formation of the caliphate
may be the first step towards a
broader conflict in the Middle East,
bearing in mind that Iran is

supportive of the Al Maliki
government and the US ploy may
indeed be to encourage the
intervention of Iran. The proposed
redivision of Iraq is broadly
modeled on that of the Federation of
Yugoslavia which was split up into
seven “independent states” (Serbia,
Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Macedonia (FYRM), Slovenia,
Montenegro, Kosovo).
According to Mahdi Darius
Nazemroaya, the re division of Iraq
into three separate states is part of a
broader process of redrawing the
Map of the Middle East.
The above map was prepared
by Lieutenant-Colonel Ralph Peters.
It was published in the Armed
Forces Journal in June 2006, Peters
is a retired colonel of the U.S.
National War Academy. (Map
Copyright Lieutenant-Colonel
Ralph Peters 2006).
Although the map does not
officially reflect Pentagon doctrine,
it has been used in a training
program at NATO’s Defense
College for senior military officers”.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Environment
Under Seige

ð Papri Sri Raman

One of the first thing that the new water ministry has done
is to clear increasing the height of Sardar Sarovar Dam by
17 metres which has already displaced 200,000 people in
the affected region.

N

ot even a month into
the Narendra Modi
government, it seems
like one is reading pages out of The
Pelican Brief, the Grisham-Roberts
thriller. Only, the locale is not
Louisiana, in the United States, the
river is not the Mississippi, and the
NGO is not Green Fund. The
country is India, the river, Ganga
(Ganges in foreign tongues), the
bird, the hornbill and not the pelican,
and the NGO, Greenpeace. And the
top political issuethat has emerged
domestically for the new Indian
government is the "environment,"
almost a dirty word now if one
follows this month's television
debates.
Medha Patkar, leader of the
Narmada river displaced persons'
movement (Narmada Bachao
Andolan) has been at loggerheads
with the Modi government in
Gujarat for decades, fighting a dam
in this western state that has
displaced thousands in upper-river
basins. The verdict is, having won its
majority, the BJP and its thinking
represents India's majority thinking,
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that the environment is bad and
people and organizations involved
with the environment are "antinational." One of the first things that
the union government and the new
water ministry has done is to clear
increasing the height of the Sardar
Sarovar Dam by 17 meters - which,
says Medha Patkar and her NBA,
has already displaced 200,000
people in its effected region. "If the
height is raised by 17 meters, the

densely populated villages in Nimad
area of Madhya Pradesh with
houses, farms, shops, temples,
mosques and standing crops would
be drowned," she has said.
There has been persistent
allegation in the government work
that "wealthy" and "influential"
class of non-government
organizations "hire PR firms to
continually build their image" with
"money coming from abroad."

Environment Under Siege Pollution at Varanasi ghats. For the last 20 years, there has
been a Rs 27,000 crore project called the Ganga Action Plan, but the Ganga at
Varanasi is at its most polluted still.

Growth means build and build, as
furiously as China has been doing, to
outgrow China. This seems to be the
mood of the nation so colorfully
argued every night by BJP leaders
like Yatin Oza, who credits
environmentalists with stopping all
of India's development, to the extent
of having "negatively impacted
GDP growth by 2 to 3 percent." The
NGOs have been officially accused
of violating Foreign Contribution
Regulation Act (FCRA) clearances,
mandatory for organizations
receiving foreign aid.
When ministries were
announced, many thought that the
Environment Ministry would be
accorded low importance, as rightwing policy makers and strategists
viewed it as a hindering and
obstructionist ministry. Defense, a
key portfolio, and finance,
understandably went to Arun Jaitley,
a long-time BJP veteran, who
personally lost his first direct
elections this May, though. The new
environment minister, Prakash
Javadekar, met Defense Minister
Jaitley on June 10 and two days later
announced a policy that would
enable India's border states with
Pakistan, China and Burma to clear
defense projects falling within 100
kilometers of the Line of Actual
Control (LAC), without
approaching the union government
for environment clearances.
The 4,000-kilometer long LAC
touches four states, Jammu and
Kashmir, Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh and Sikkim, which are
ecologically fragile, with glaciers,
forests and sanctuaries through
which at least 80-odd roads can now
be built. The Ministry of
Environment and Forests (MoEF)
has short-listed 20-odd proposals
which will be approved by July.
Another 5,000 acres of land in
Arunachal Pradesh bordering China
has been cleared for the Indian Army
and Air Force's new Mountain Strike
Corps in the eastern sector.
The Environment Ministry
also cleared a radar unit at
Narcondam Island in the
ecologically fragile Andaman and

Narcodum island A & N inset the hornbill

Nicobar islands, both moves seen by
experts as a way to counter China in
the northern borders and China's
naval power in Sri Lanka and
Malaysia (Coco Island). The
Narcondam is home to the rare
hornbill, and the expansion of Phase
II of the futuristic Karwar naval base
in coastal Karnataka radar station
was on hold for two decades. No
more.
The MoEF also reportedly
started consultations with ministries
like Coal, Power, Mining and Steel
''to give a push to pending projects
that run into tens of thousands of
crores.'' If environment clearance is
facilitated, mining of uranium in
Meghalaya and Andhra Pradesh
(Jaduguda) will also become easier.
The defense sector has been seeking
this relaxation for 30 years, as India
has to import uranium and cannot
mine. Mining of coal is also mired in
clearance controversies in core tiger
habitats, and today India imports
coal.The Forest Rights Act has been
recently been amended to allow
further exploitation by industry
working with the Coal Ministry.
This is another area the Environment
Ministry is expected to free from
clearance hurdles. There are Vedanta
and Posco projects, in Odisha, halted
by tribal rights groups and green
activists. Questioning liability laws
and safety adherences, Indian
activists oppose nuclear power
projects, more so after the

Fukushima tsunami. Safety has
always been an issue for the 22
nuclear power plants in operation in
India since the 1970s.
Narendra Modi won his
parliament seat from the ancient city
of Varanasi on the banks of the river
Ganga. He tweeted, ''Need of the
hour is to restore the glory of the
Ganga... Today Maa Ganga is
calling us, her children to make the
river clean once again. When I see
the pitiable condition of Ganga I feel
pained but I feel it is Maa Ganga who
has decided I have to do something
for Her." Modi had a case. The
Ganges is India's most polluted
river. The three most important
water issues before Water Minister
Uma Bharati are cleaning up the
Ganga, cooperating with the
Environment, Power and
Agriculture Ministries to provide
w a t e r a n d p o w e r, e v e n b y
interlinking rivers, and resolving
interstate and international river
water disputes. For the last 20 years,
there has been a Rs 27,000 crore
project called the Ganga Action
Plan, but the Ganga at Varanasi is at
its most polluted still. Disaster
management is yet another issue. In
places like Uttarakhand,
unregulated damming for
hydroelectricity has caused rivers to
shift and wash land away. Now,
Modi, on his first foreign visit to the
Himalayan kingdom of Bhutan, has
sought hydropower cooperation.
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Since the 1980s, there has been
a plan to link India's northern
Himalayan rivers with the southern
Deccan rivers, along the lines of
China's $60 billion project. This has
meant a burden of Rs 70,000 crore
and Rs 110,000 crore on the public
treasury in India's last two growth
plans. River linking was in the BJP's
election manifesto and remains a
priority, though experts have
protested, saying, "The interlinking
of rivers will disrupt the entire
hydrological cycle . . . Besides, some
4.5 lakh people may be displaced
and 79,292 hectares of forests may
be submerged. Far from increasing
productivity through irrigation
along its course, the large network of
dams and canals may alter the
natural drainage, causing flooding
and waterlogging to inundate
millions of hectares of agricultural
land. The equitable distribution of
water across the country will
inadvertently distribute pollutant
loads across rivers as well."
Interestingly, fertilizer imports
top India's import basket and the
Minister for Chemicals and
Fertilizer isAnanth Kumar, a
fundraiser from Karnataka, often
accused of links to the mining
industry and baron Gali Janardhan
Reddy and his brother (the Reddy
brothers), accused of illegal mining
in Goa, Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh and bribing judges. Among
their defense counsel was Mukul
Rohatgi, India's new attorney
general.
Everything is falling in place to
ensure the environment and
environmental NGOs and their
activists are kept under check.
Television and the Economic Times
reported that an Intelligence Bureau
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memo on June 3 accused "foreignfunded" NGOs such as Greenpeace,
Cordaid, Amnesty and ActionAid of
"serving as tools for foreign policy
interests of Western governments"
by sponsoring agitations against
nuclear and coal-fired power plants
across the country. India has over 2
million NGOs.
The NGOs named as harming
India's growth include Narmada
Bachao Andolan, and PUCL (the
civil liberties organization that
fought for Vinayak Sen's freedom).
The IB report says: "these foreignfunded NGOs are allegedly the
influence behind 'Praful Bidwais
and Medha Patkars.'" It says
Greenpeace, an international NGO
working in the clean energy sector,
received Rs 45 crore of foreign
funds to oppose coal mining in India.
"Since 2013, Greenpeace has
undertaken protests in five projectaffected villages of Mahaan (in
Madhya Pradesh) coal block
allocated to Essar and Hindalco
under the banner of Mahaan
Sangarsh Samiti. Its activists have
been targeting coal mining
companies, specifically Coal India
Limited, Hindalco, Aditya Birla
group and Essar as they 'stand in
their way,'" the report says.
''A consortium of NGOs like
Maldhari (herdsmen) Rural Action
Group (MARAG), People's Union
for Civil Liberties, Movement for
Secular Democracy, Gujarat
Sarvodaya Mandal, etc. are making
efforts to debunk the Gujarat model
of development," the IB report says.
Modi lured voters with the Gujarat
model of development. The IB
report highlights another Gujaratlinked project as being under NGO
attack, the Par Tapi Narmada River

Interlinking Project with protests
led by Parthi Purna Adivasi
Sangathan (PPAS) against the
construction of six dams in Gujarat
and one in Maharashtra to move
water from surplus Western Ghats
(western coastal mountain range) to
north Gujarat and Saurashtra/Kutch.
The Sarvodaya Parivar Trust,
another NGO opposing the project,
is also in their sights.
The report further alleges that
several NGOs are at the forefront of
anti-GMO food activism in India,
"with Germany being the main
source of funds." ASHA (Alliance
for Sustainable & Holistic
Agriculture) and IFSF (India For
Safe Food) have been identified as
among such NGOs - the other two
being Navdanya and Gene
Campaign - which have been
leading anti-GMO food activism in
India.
The IB report says nearly
$40,000 was deposited in two bank
accounts of S P Udayakumar,
convener of the People's Movement
Against Nuclear Energy that has
been at the forefront of the agitation
against the Kudankulam nuclear
project. Four other NGOs, Indian
Social Action Forum (INSAF),
Coalition for Nuclear Disarmament
& Peace (CNDP), Popular
Education & Action Centre
(PEACE) and Jan Sangharsh
Samanvaya Samiti are all active in
anti-nuclear weapons and power
campaigns.
The media is not, however,
questioning the funding of a radical
outfit like the Hindu Rashtra Sena
(HRS), which recently badgered a
young man to death because of his
religion, or the clearance to ecommerce portals like e-Bay or to
Reliance gas or the Adani group,
which are said to have funded the
BJP's election campaign. It is known
the new government will go to bat
for Posco and Vedanta, and active
mining, and has rapid building plans
across the country. Prime Minister
Modi's cabinet calls this
"empowerment, progress and
development," although
environmentalists are crying foul.

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES

Valiant Patriots
of the Northeast
ð Arun Prakash

The shining example of Rani Gaidinliu's life is a symbol of the larger
problems confronting India's North East whose historical, political
and cultural memory of what it means to belong has been
ignored by the rest of India.

T

his month on the
occasion of the 67th
anniversary of India's
independence, it is important to
recall the freedom struggle by the
people of North East to free India
from the British colonial rule. In the
history of India's freedom struggle
among freedom fighters of the North
eastern regions, names of Moje
Riba, U Tirot Singh, Pa Togan
Nengminza, Haipou Jadonang,
Rani, Gaidinliu, Ropuilani, Kiang
Nongbah, Santi Pada Roy, Subash
Chandra Paul and Taji Mideren are
legion. The exploits of Surya Sen
who led a band of armed men in a
daring attack on April 18, 1930
seized the Railway Armoury and the
Police Lines and caused extensive
damage to Central Telephone
Exchange, train lines and
established a provisional
Revolutionary Government in
Chittagong can never be forgotten.
As per official government figures
submitted during debates in the
Central Legislative Assembly
(presently the Lok Sabha) on July
14, 1930, between April 18 20 and
May 7 & 14, 1930, due to police
firings in the north eastern regions,
20 were killed and 43 wounded.
Chittagong can never be forgotten.
As per official government figures

submitted during debates in the
Central Legislative Assembly
(presently the Lok Sabha) on July
14, 1930, between April 18 20 and
May 7 & 14, 1930, due to police
firings in the north eastern regions,
20 were killed and 43 wounded.
In this piece emphasis would
be on the Naga tribes and one
shining example of Rani Gaidinliu,
whose life is a symbol of the larger
problems confronting India's North

East whose historical, political and
cultural memory of what it means to
belong has been ignored by the rest
of India. It is therefore equally
important to learn about the rich
history of the north eastern regions
of India, which is somewhat lesser
known, as evident from the text
books of NCERT taught in schools
that give scant coverage to its history
as compared to the rest of India. This
is perhaps one of the greatest of
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Bihu dancers of Assam

repressions that is to deny and
deprive people of their history.
Northeast South Asia is a
geographic region comprising of the
Indian states of Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland and Tripura
known as the "Seven Sisters", as
well as Sylhet and Chittagong
Districts of Bangladesh.
All these areas were practically
unexplored till the coming of the
British, notable among these early
explorers Mr. Needham around
1886, and in the first decade of the
20th century Majors Bailey and
Morshead. These states are home to
around 10% of India's population
but their people speak over 30%
(over 300) of India's dialects and
languages and nearly all the tribes in
Assam have their own languages as
well as their own unique traditions,
culture, dress and exotic ways of
life.
The principal language of the
state is Assamese with Bengali as
second, however Bodo, an ancient
tribal language of Assam, is also
widely spoken. Today, the Northeast
has a new national and local
consciousness, along with a new
history. Not of its valiant resilience,
egalitarian communities, but forever
the disturbed region, the country's
buffer, infamously connected to
insurgencies, violence, persistent
backwardness and a place of
exclusion. In it are the terrible
predicaments rising out of mainland
India's predilections, and even
prejudices. Let us first begin with a
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brief look at the origins of these
inhabitants of this region.
History of the North East
The migration of different
human races to the ancient lands of
north east South Asia began around
2nd century B.C. The Karbis the
descendents of Austric race viz. the
Khasis, Jayantias, Kukies and
Lusais (Mizo). The Kirats - migrants
from western China, from the
Mongoloid race speak Sino-Tibetan
language; Bodo, Garo, Rabha,
Deuries, Misings, Morans, Sutias,
Dimasas and Koches (Rajbongshi),
Lalung, Hajong, are also from the
same race. The assimilation started
as both the races co-existed in the
same geographical area. Then came
the Kaibartas and Banias of the
Drabirian race who migrated from
the Mediterranean coast. The name

of this geographic area (today's
north-east South Asia) was
Pragjyotishpur (land of eastern
astronomy) in the 4th - 5th centuries.
King Mahiranga (Danaba)
from the Mongoloid race was the
first monarch of Pragjyotishpur.
King Hatak(asur), Sambar(asur),
Rambh(asur), Ghatak(asur) and
King Narak(asur) reigned serially in
the throne of Pragjyotishpur as the
descendent of Mahiranga Danab. On
the other hand the Aryans from
Caucasian race migrated through the
Gangetic Plain in the 1st century to
the land of Pragjyotishpur. The local
king amongst the Mongolian
majority society rehabilitated the
Aryans, being the carrier of
comparatively advanced religion
and language-culture. In the
presence of these people, the process
of assimilation started long before
the birth of Christ that has achieved a
new acceleration. Narak(asur), the
first monarch who was converted to
Hindu religion, constructed the first
temple and city at Kamakhya.
During the Middle-Ages the first
king of Barman dynasty reigned at
Pragjyotishpur from 350 to 380 A.D.
During this period, the name of
Pragjyotishpur became Kamrup.
Bhaskar Barman, the most
powerful and the last king of
Barman dynasty ruled till 650 AD.
From 650 to 790 Salastambha
dynasty ruled followed by Pal
dynasty up to 1142.

Map of Kamrup circa 7-8 century AD

Arrival of the Tais
In 1228 A.D, Tai speaker Sao
Lung Sukapha of Mongolian race
stepped on this land. Those days
Kamrup was divided into four
distinct zones such as Kam-peeth,
Soumar-peeth, Ratna-peeth, and
Swarna-peeth. Every zone was
further divided into separate
independent states under the rule of
more than one tribal king. Sukapha
established a powerful united feudal
state through his broad strategy of
"establishing one state by unifying
seven states" within Kamrup. Since
then, Kamrup became to be known
as Asoma (Sanskrit word for
peerless). The presence of the Tais
cemented the irregular process of
social assimilation between the
migrant races such of Austrics,
Mongoloids, Drabirs and
Caucasians. The relation and the
synthesis among the different
isolated tribes were developed with
rapid development of agriculture
and communication system under
the patronage of modern
administration and military
structure of Tai-Ahoms. Thus
Assamese became the link language
amongst the peoples of this region
who speak different dialects. At the
same time, a handful of rich class of
businessmen and merchants
developed which developed the
society to a certain stage during the
six hundred years of Ahom rule.
Muslim Invasions Defeated
Before the arrival of the Tais,
Kam-peeth and Ratna-peeth faced a
series of Muslim invasions. But
Kamrup remained invincible. Under
the leadership of the Ahoms, the
sovereignty of Assam was preserved
resisting the invasion of the Mugals
for seventeen times with the help of
different tribes of the north eastern
regions. The name of the great
General Lachit who defeated the
Mughals in 1670 is still dearto hearts
of the people of these regions. The
Muslim captives of the war who
were compelled to stay there after
the wars were assimilated into the
society. During the time of Ahom
administration, the Sikh religious
priest Tegh Bahadur and the Muslim
religious scholar Azan Fakir came to

Assam and Srimanta Sankardeva,
the preceptor of puritan Hinduism,
was born in Assam. As these
religions were publicised, the
language of royal house spread
amongst the subjects. At the same
time, the practice of up keeping the
history (Buranji) and the patronage
from the royal house have made the
language and literature richer.
Religious communalism
whose seeds were sown before
became strong during this period
however, till the time of His
Highness Pratap Chadra Singh, the
tribal system of royal administration
was prevalent. But over a period of
time tribal traditions eroded and a
more feudal system developed. This
crushed tribal demography and
resulted in conflicts between general
feudal peasantry and the ruling
class. The Moamaria rebellion
(1769-1826) is a good example. All
these conflicts between the ruler and
the subjects crushed the Ahom
administrative, social life became
weak and isolated. There was
massive loss of life and these
undecided peoples' uprising caused
famines and untold misery to the
people. During these uncertain times
the Burmese arrived accepting the
call of Sarbananda Singha and at the
same time came the British at the
invitation of Gaurinath Singha.
There were enormous loss of life and
property due to the invasion of these
two foreign powers one after
another. After three invasions in
1817, 1819 and 1821 the Burmese
occupied Assam for four years from
1822 to1826. The Assamese society
was in such decay that all efforts,
individual and collective, for the

resistance against the Burmese
failed.
The Nagas
The Nagas came from western
China i.e. the lands between the
mighty Yangtze Kiang and Hwang
Ho rivers. The ancient route
between India and China was known
to them. They settled in the hills of
north eastern regions and have been
living there since time immemorial,
bringing with them their highly
productive method of agriculture.
The name Naga is a fairly new
occurrence. The tribal people whom
we know as Naga were known by
their original ethnic name and each
lived independently, isolated from
one another. Each spoke a different
language/dialect that was not fully
understood by the other and there
was no common language as such.
The villages were on top of the hills
and the slopes were used for
cultivation. This habitation was
spread all over the hills of the Barail
and Paktoi ranges.
For centuries these lands
remained unexplored and these
tribal people remained in isolation
from the rest of India and thanks to
the British explorers this isolation
was broken. The British (East India
Company) primary interest of
course was to expand trade and
commerce and economic
exploitation of the area. The advent
of the railways in Cachar Subdivision towards the end of the
nineteenth century also changed
things dramatically. Before the 12th
or the 13th century the Ahom Kings
of Assam invaded the hills to stop
the incursions on their lowland
kingdoms from these tribal people.

Tai women from Yunan province modern China, they are a minority
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Naga warrior

Before the British, no Indian ruler
except the Raja of Manipur
attempted to occupy the Naga lands.
The Nagas mostly had no contact
with the outside world, and before
the 1st World War the Nagas had no
natural identity. Not all Nagas were
considered primitive as compared to
others. Those living closer to the
plains were influenced by modern
ideas. Nagas groups and sub-groups
number around sixty and of them
three sub-groups Zemis, Zeliangs
and Rongmis lived in the south and
western parts of Naga Hills, north
and west Manipur hills and in the
north Cachar hills.
Besides the Nagas, in the hills
lived many tribes viz. to name a few,
Bhutias of Bhutan and Tawang,
Akas, Dafas, Miris, Ape Tannangs,
Abhors and Mishmis living towards
the north of the river Brahaputra.
The valley on its eastern banks is
inhabited by the Khatmis, Singphos
and various Naga groups. Many
other tribes like Kukis, Manipuris,
Lushais, Chin, Tripuris, Ritang and
Chakmas are spread over the hills of
the south and east up to the borders
of Myanmar.
British Occupation
Initially the British annexed
the North Cachar subdivision
headquartered at Asalu but the
Angami Nagas of that area gave the
British no peace and conducted
frequent raids. From 1835 to 1851
ten military expeditions were
conducted to teach the Nagas a
lesson. In 1846 a police post was set
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up in Samaguting to the south of
Dimapur but in 1849 the post incharge Bhoghchand Daroga was
killed by the Khonoma and
Mezumeze tribesmen. In 1850
Lieutenant Vincent led an attack of
British soldiers and burnt the
Khonoma village. Later that year
after fierce hand to hand combat
between the British and Kakrima
Nagas resulted in 300 hundred
people being killed. The fort of
Khonoma ultimately fell and the
village of Paplongmai was burnt.
After this expedition the British
withdrew and decided to leave the
Nagas alone to manage their own
affairs and concentrated to safe
guard their own territories on the
plains.
But the Nagas had other ideas.
They conducted as many as nineteen
raids on British territory during the
period 1853 to 1865, which inflicted
around 250 casualties on the British.
This caused the British policy to
change and they decided to advance
into the hills to consolidate their
power and subjugate the Nagas in
such a way as to protect the lowlands
in their possession from Naga raids.
Capt. J Butler convinced many Naga
villages to become part of British
territory and he used force only
against those villages that refused.
He was however killed in a skirmish
with Lotha Nagas at Pangti village.
Such battles were of frequent
occurrences. In 1877 the British
marched into Mezume village and
burnt it. At this juncture Kohima
became the headquarters of the
Naga Hills district and by the end of
1878 British consolidation of power
was cemented. The Angami Nagas
however did not accept the British
occupation of their lands
unopposed. The British political
officer Mr. Damant was killed on a
reconnaissance visit on October 14,
1878 at the gates of the newly
fortified Khonoma village. A
campaign against Angami Nagas
followed in which 2000 Manipuri
troops fought alongside British
regiments and detachments of the
18th and 43rd Native Infantry. Battles
continued till November 27, 1879
when Jotsoma was captured and all

of the 13 villages that fought against
the British were either occupied or
destroyed. And on March 27, 1880
the fort above Khonoma fell and the
war ended. The village Khonoma
was razed to the ground and fines in
cash, grains and labour were
imposed on all villages that opposed
the British. These fines were one
maund (40 kgs?) of rice, one rupee
and a certain amount of labours
annually to work for the
government. This was the 12th and
last expedition by the British that
saw the end of the independence of
the Nagas and their lands were
permanently annexed to British
India.
Women Freedom Fighters
Besides the above struggles
against British colonial power, one
heartening point to note is that
during the earlier part of the 20th
century, women of the Northeast
played a more prominent role than
men during the freedom movement.
They stood beside their men folk in
these protests and at many places
like Brahampur, Gohpur, Barapujia
and Teok among others it was
women who first faced the firings,
bayonet charges of the military and
armed police and lathis of the police
by pushing to the forefront. Women
of Assam under the leadership Amol
Probha Das were the first to openly
enter areas and faced bullets, lathis
and other police excesses. Others
who should not be forgotten were
Pushpalata Das, Annaprobha
Boruah and Sudhalata Dutta. Kanak
Lata Tuleshwari and Pritilata
Waddedar made the supreme
sacrifice by laying down their lives
for the freedom movement.
Rani Gaidinliu
In the history of India's
freedom movement Rani Gaidinliu
is always remembered with utmost
respect. Sadly very few people are
aware of her contribution in this
regard. The freedom struggle in the
plains had little or no connection
with the freedom struggle going on
in the hills of the North East. Rani
Gaidinliu and her Guru Haipow
bridged this gap by vigorous mass
movements in the hills for
independence. Gaidinliu was born

into a Zemi family on January 26,
1915 in Nungkao village of
Tamenglong district of Manipur.
Her father, Lothonang was ruler of
the village. Third of eight brothers
and sisters, she was very intelligent
and since childhood the entire
village considered her as an
extraordinary wonderful girl. She
joined the freedom movement at the
age of only thirteen.
Mushrooming of missionaries,
steadily spread Christianity in the
hills. That was considered against
traditional religious practices and
social systems, there were people
who opposed such conversions.
Haipow Jadonang and Gaidinliu
organised movements against these
conversions and encouraged their
people to rise against foreign rule.
Revolutionary Spirituality
Meanwhile First World War
broke out and many Nagas went to
fight as part of the British
Army. Gaidinliu's father was one of
them. After exposure to the outside
world he came back a changed man.
In this he was not alone. Other
Naga's who fought in the war were
similarly effected and from this
arose visions of Naga Raj based on
what they saw and observed in
Modern European society during
battles fought in France against the
Germans. Jadonang and Gaidinliu
both cousins started a religious and
social reformation among the Nagas
along with a political movement for
'Naga Raj'. Traditionally the Nagas
believed in a Supreme God
File photo of Rani Gaidinliu (left) circa 1970

'Tingwang' who guided their lives
and controlled all other gods and
spirits. According to their faith the
Supreme God was omniscient,
omnipotent and omnipresent and
they prayed to Him. They believed
there were spirits both good and evil,
manifested in the forests, valleys,
hills, precipices, rocks and rivers
and the sky above. The Zemi's had
no place of worship. A priest
Tingkupen performed the rituals of
worship. Jadonang and Gaidinliu
reformed this traditional way of
worship, set up temples and
introduced purifying baths. Such
changes were welcomed by other
Naga tribes such as Kacha Kabui
who were the most under privileged.
This movement later known as
Heraka to scholars and historians, its
new rituals spread like wildfire in
the hills as did the anti British
sentiment.
Jadonang founded the
movement's political base, with the
aim to free Naga country from
foreign rule for peace and economic
p r o s p e r i t y. T h i s p o l i t i c a l
programme was before Gaindinliu
in theory and she transformed it into
practice by armed struggle and with
social and religious reforms like
worshipping a single Supreme God
in a temple, taking purifying baths.
Though such progressive ideas
came under severe attack from
orthodox Nagas and converted
Christians, this strengthened the
people spiritually and made them
mentally stronger and this

movement achieved the objective of
bringing the whole community of
Kacha and Kabui Nagas under a
single umbrella and strengthened
communal unity. This developed
fellow feelings of brotherhood
among the people and this helped
Gaidinliu immensely to establish a
wide network throughout the hills.
Whatever threats that appeared from
the missionaries to traditional
religion and culture were
successfully resisted through this
reform movement and their religion,
culture and language were
protected. Moreover her civil and
military action against the British
government made the Nagas
develop faith in their own strength
and ability.
British Repressions
All this did not escape notice of
the British Government. Alarmed at
these developments they dispatched
units of Assam Rifles to strategic
locations and military forays made
to villages where such rituals were
observed. By using religious
sentiments against the British,
Gaidinliu took a leaf out of
Gandhiji's book on Civil
Disobedience. In the name of
protecting their traditional religions
Gaidinliu organised a vigorous mass
movement. Her popularity among
the people reached such heights that
water was sold in her name even in
the city of Kohima.
A remarkable feature of her
personality was that though she was
illiterate and could not read or write,
she maintained extensive notes in
diaries in an innovative script which
was like a code that none could
decipher except for her. Her
followers would get her messages
through word of mouth. Some of
these diaries were preserved in the
Pitts River Museum, University of
Oxford, UK. Post 1930 during the
years following the Civil
Disobedience movement in the
plains and the one begun by
Gaidinliu in the hills stirred the
entire nation. The latter included a
boycott of the repressive house tax
considered a great and an unfair
burden to the simple Naga folk. The
British responded with harsh
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Rani Gaidinliu circa 1980s

measures. Jadong was to be arrested
as they felt with that the movement
would peter out. After a long
manhunt he was arrested early 1931
and tried, convicted for waging war
against the state and in August that
year he was hanged.
But Gaidinliu could not be
caught and went underground and
became the leader of the movement.
The British soon realised how
effective was her leadership to fight
modern military and political forces.
They characterised her movement as
semi religious and semi martial. It
was actually totally political to
establish a free independent Naga
Raj. To arrest her British offered
awards of Rs 200 or guns to anyone
who informed of her whereabouts.
Later this was increased to Rs 500
and ten years remission of house
taxes. Photos of Gaindinliu were
sent everywhere to trace her and
armed troops were placed at
strategic locations to fight the rebels.
In March 1932 the Naga Army under
Gaidinliu fought the British force at
Hangrum village and inflicted heavy
casualties on them. Towards the end
of 1932 she had started construction
of a fortress at Poilwa village in the
Cachar hills. When completed this
would have been a formidable one
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which would have accommodated
around 400 warriors. Sadly word of
this got to the British who wasted no
time to take military action.
Detachment of Assam Rifles under
Captain Macdonald went and
carried out a surprise attack on the
Nagas at Polomi village. The latter
fought fiercely and in the encounter
many of them were killed and
wounded and were dispersed. House
to house search was carried out to
arrest Gaindinliu and the other Naga
rebels and finally on October 17,
1932 she was arrested. She was then
only seventeen.
Meanwhile repressions
continued. Armed soldiers marched
through Naga villages to punish
those who observed rituals taught by
Gaidinliu. A Naga temple in village
Leng was burnt down. Severe
punishment was imposed on them
viz. forced labour and levy large
quantities of rice from them. Due to
ongoing military operations people
could not cultivate lands and
starved. Such physical tortures with
economic sufferings made the
Nagas more anti British.
Arrest and Imprisonment
Gaidinliu was tried at Imphal,
convicted and sentenced to
transportation for life a year later.
Many of her followers were arrested
and imprisoned too. Soon thereafter
there were widespread calls for her
release both in the hills and the
plains. The Government thought
that flames of Naga revolution were
extinguished. In fact it turned out to
be just the opposite it flared up
more. Though in 1939 the
Government adopted a policy of
releasing political prisoners, the
Assam Government refused to
release Gaidinliu. They defamed her
by calling her a leader of head
hunting groups. This infuriated the
people more who agitated strongly.
The Bengali newsmagazine “Desh”
in its issue of June 24, 1939 refuted
this allegation and called her a great
patriot and freedom fighter of the
hills. It was argued that Gaidinliu's
struggles and tax boycott movement
was no less political than the peasant
revolution of Myanmar under Saya
san in 1930-31 who had been freed.

Still there was no release for
Gaidinliu who spent 14 years in
British jails. Jawahar Lal Nehru
admired her bravery and patriotic
struggle against British rule and
called her Rani of Nagas. She was
finally released only in 1946 after
the interim government was formed
under the orders of Nehru.
Illustrious Freedom Fighter
Rani Gaidinliu was an
illustrious freedom fighter and was a
unique political and military leader,
social and religious reformer and an
astute statesman. She was the only

girl in India's freedom movement
who fought the British might with
her own army. In recognition of her
contribution she was awarded
Tamrapatra in 1972 followed by
Padma Bhushan in 1982. After her
death on February 17, 1993 the
Government of India issued a
commemorative postage stamp in
her honour on September 12, 1996.
Noted intellectuals and
politicians of the region stated
matters correctly, “... the armed
struggle of Gaidinliu, the moving
forces behind her indomitable
courage, the socio religious and
political objectives of Zemi Nagas
of North Cachar Hills was never
evaluated in a proper perspective.
Never in any part of India has the
glorious sacrifice and struggle
against colonial rule been ignored so
blatantly”. It is time that this gap in
history is filled soon, and this will to
some extent heal wounds of
alienation of the people of the north
east and cement their bonds with the
rest of the country.

Activities
Prout Convention 2014
Ananda Gaorii Master Unit, Denmark

Prout Convention 2014 was held at Ananda Gaorii Master Unit in Denmark from July 18 -23. We were graced by
beautiful weather and an enthusiastic gathering of more than 150 participants. We had an excellent program which
covered analysis of the economic crisis, Prout solutions, strategies for local economy work and a lot of practical material
on topics such as how to set up a Prout political party, non-violent communication, organizing and decision making
systems, team-building skills, etc. One of the most inspiring aspects of the program was the reports from active
European Proutists in Portugal, Sweden, Norway, Denmark the U.K., Ireland and Germany. Some highlights included:
formation of a Prout Party in Germany, fantastic work at the Master Unit in Portugal, Proutists being elected as leaders of
key progressive groups in Norway, Ecovillage Design Education in Denmark, high level contacts in Ireland, and a
successful movement for rural representation in Sweden.
Children at this year’s Convention also had a great time with a dedicated team of young volunteers who provided a
fun and educative mixture of activities including yoga, meditation, story-telling, painting, building an insect house
(image to the left), harvesting potatoes, recycling, playing non-violent communication games and last but not least,
learning to do some horseback acrobatics on the cute Icelandic ponies who live at the Master Unit.
The facilities provided at the Convention this year were also much improved with our new dining room and a
spacious kitchen. Many participants opted to camp this year as the weather was so good and we had received a bunch of
bright orange tents from the Roskilde Music Festival which we set up overlooking the lake. We had also done some work
in the veggie garden this year which supplied us with ample organic potatoes and some tomatoes and salad during the
Convention.
The program was very full but during the free time we could relax with trips to the beach which was especially
enjoyable due to the beautiful weather. Margii musicians and performers put together an impressive cultural night with
lots of original material including some really moving protest songs from Devananda accompanied by Sukhadeva on the
guitar. We also enjoyed a unique opportunity to meditate in Dada Rudranath’s Pratiika shaped meditation platform
overlooking the ripe fields of rye.
The Prout Convention is a rewarding mix of inspiration, learning, networking and fun. If you were not able to make
it this year, we hope you can fit it into your calendar next year.

PBI Confronts Anti-social Elements
Ghatanji ( Yavatmal,Maharastra ) : The activists of Proutist Bloc India came out on the streets here to protest
against the inaction of police and the reign of terror of the anti-social elements.
The region is living under constant fear of the rowdy elements who always keep people under their tyrannical
acts. Recently one hard-core criminal has been released from the jail. He was an accused in a murder case. Due to
his terror tactics no witness came to the court to depose against his heinous crime. He was therefore acquitted and
released from the jail.
After coming out of the jail, instead of reforming his conduct he again started terrorising and harassing
people. One day he caught hold of a young girl of 18 years from a poor family and shamelessly raped her. He was
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always threatening her family people and asking them not to
report the matter to the police, else the consequences will be
fatal for them. Police were inactive and showed no interest in
arresting and prosecuting him despite information provided to
them.
In such a hopeless situation, the aggrieved family
contacted Madhukar Nistane, the Proutist leader of the area and
narrated their tale of physical and mental tortures to him, and
sought his involvement in this matter for securing justice.
Madhukar Nistane reached the village and heard the tale of their tortures. He then talked to the village people
and exhorted them to rise against this rowdyism. Villagers spoke of their fears of the goondas. Madhukar then
inspired them to fight it out and said that he will be there to meet the challenges of the goondas. People, specially the
womenfolk became very encouraged and gathered outside their houses.
Madhukar Nistane went to the police station with some villagers while the womenfolk stayed in the village
itself. When the rapist came to know about it , he came to the family and threatened to kill them. Upon hearing this,
the women became very agitated and gathered in large numbers of around 200 persons, and had verbal duel with the
goonda. He tried to insult and attack them, this further infuriated the ladies and they caught hold of him and severely
beat him.
As a consequence the rapist became unconscious, and the ladies carried him to the police station where
Madhukar Nistane was already present. Police refused to take charge of the unconscious rapist whereupon
Madhukar with others took the man to the hospital. The rapist regained consciousness and is under treatment.
Madhukar is putting the police officials to take serious action against the rapist, otherwise an even bigger agitation
against their apathy and collusion with the rapist will follow.
Nearly 55 years ago, Shrii Prabhat Ranjan Sarkar had said that the actual duty of Proutists was to establish
justice when the government failed in their responsibilities to do so. In Vidarbha that mission of PROUT is alive in
practice.

PBI Vidarbha Agitates for Compensation to Farmers

Ghatanji ( Yavatmal, Maharastra ) : The Vidarbha unit of Proutist Bloc India ( PBI ) organised a demonstration and
Dharna ( sit-in ) at the Yavatmal Naka here demanding adequate compensation to the drought victim farmers of the region.
Due to lack of sufficient rain, the crops have dried up and the farmers are in great agony since terrible tragedy stares them
in the face.
This year the farmers had first sown seeds in their fields in the hope of good rains at appropriate time . But there were
no rains, and the seeds did not even germinate with the result there was total loss to the farmers . In the middle of June there
were some rains, and the farmers were happy that there will be good harvesting this time. With this fond hope they again
sowed seeds , but rains failed to appear again, and the entire labour and money of the farmers proved a waste of their
efforts.
The farmers therefore have to bear the double brunt of crop loss and they are facing the only prospect of starvation.
Government despite the knowledge of the situation has turned deaf ears to their woes. Therefore PBI under the leadership
of Madhukar Nistane has taken up the cause and started agitation for getting compensation to the drought victim farmers.
On 15th July, the activists of PBI assembled at the Yavatmal Naka and kept dharna ( sit-in ) raising their aforesaid
demands. The Block Magistrate appeared on the scene to pacify the agitationists , but latter demanded the presence of
higher officials like District Magistrate to talk to them regarding their problems. They refused to withdraw their dharna.
In the process they had blocked the road and the traffic came to standstill till the continuation of dharna . This road
blockade continued for three hours when some other officials came and took memorandum concerning their demands---thereafter the dharna was withdrawn.
Already the farmer suicides have begun in Vidarbha and in other parts of the country such as Telangana. Vidarbha
Proutists are determined to stop this permanently by forcing state and central authorities to take proper measures for
dealing with the increasing anomalies in the monsoon and to protect farmers from such major losses by instuting
cooperative insurance and cooperative banking so as to end the disastrous exploitation of moneylenders.
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PBI for Snatching Power from Immoralists

Faridabad ( Haryana ) : On 27 July,2014 Haryana State committee of Proutist Bloc,India held a cadre training
programme at Adarsh Senior Secondary School, Dhauj, Haryana. About 35 cadres from different areas of the state
attended the programme.
On this occasion national chairman, Subhash Chand Tyagi, Public Relation Secretary, Ravindra Singh and a
senior Proutist from Karnal, B.K. Tantiya besides Acarya Santosananda Avadhuta, national coordinator of the Party,
addressed the trainees, explaining the salient features of Prout.
Acarya Santosananda Avadhuta said that the rule of the moralists cannot be tolerated anymore and the power must
be snatched from their hands and vested in the hands of the moralists. This is a do-or-die struggle.
Subhash Chand Tyagi called upon the trainees to understand Prout and work to materialize it in society at the
earliest.
Ravindra Singh said that PBI wants to hit at the roots of corruption by applying the principles and policies of Prout.
He said that a 'ceiling on wealth' is mandatory to eradicate poverty and corruption.
B K Tantiya said that the foundation of Prout is Neo-humanism. Without being a good human being,it is impossible
for anybody to become a good proutist or a leader. A true human being is one who is beyond all artificial sentiments of
caste, religion and class and who has loving relationships with people from all so-called groups. He said PBI wants to
implement the holistic vision of Prout and Neo-humanism in all walks of life.
The trainees were all very excited and resolved to work for Proutist Bloc, India wholeheartedly.

Ananda Marga Revolutionary Marriage Convention
The seer philosopher Shrii Shrii A'nandamu'rtijii has made many contributions for the welfare of the society.
Perhaps the most prominent of them is revolutionary marriage system. The Revolutionary system (RM in short) has
evolved in the back drop of the ideal marriage of the Shiva and Parvati. Both of them proved themselves as leaders in
spreading culture, justice, spirituality, social equality and universal love while discharging their personal and family
responsibility.
Continuing the same old tradition Shrii Shrii A'nandamu'rtijii encouraged inter-caste, interreligious, interlingual,
interstate, international marriages. Of course marriages between different economic classes of poor and rich are
encouraged. He has totally prohibited social ills viz. Dowry, Tilak and Kanya'da'na. In particular, Shri Sarkar has
rejected the racism which is also rampant in society today where we see the skin colour described in materimonial
advertisements. Instead He redefined the concept of marriage to honour the independence of the opinion of the bride as
well as the groom and awakening a new sense of social responsibility. The spiritual ideal of family life culminating in a
state of spiritual enlightenment and liberation is also another unique feature of the Ananda Marga marriage system.
Ananda Marga Pracaraka Samgha was established in January,1955. The first revolutionary marriage was
performed in the presence of Shrii Shrii Anandamurti on 8th July 1960. On that historical occasion He planted the seeds
of a revolutionary movement for social justice. Following this event thousands of couples around the world got inspired
and adopted the revolutionary marriage system of A'nanda Ma'rga. And this process has continued through many
inspired boys and girls and among the children of these couples.
An Ananda Marga Revolutionary Marriage Convention (AMRMC) was held in Patna on 7-8 July,2014. After
blissful Prabhat Samgiit recital,kiirtan and collective meditation, the convention was formally inaugurated at 11am on
7th july by Shrii Vimalenedu Shrivastava and Smt. Shyamali Banerji,who are one of the oldest couples who got married
according to Ananda Marga marriage sytem in 1965. Following the inauguration, all of the the nearly 100 couples
attending the the programme introduced themselves and inspired the participants by sharing their life experiences of
joys and sorrows.
Tatvika Subhodjii from Durg,Chhatisgarh gave a presentation on how in a systematic way, he along along with many
other AM/Public volunteers had collected a data bank of 5000 couples in and around 7 districts of Chattisgarh state. These
couples from society in general got married disregarding the divisions on caste, community and religious lines.
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This was, then, followed by the launching of a AM RM website : www.societybuilding.org. It is a interactive site
where match making would become possible. It is primarily aimed at encouraging prospective boys and girls who are
inspired to marry keeping ablaze the ideal of one and indivisible human society. This work has been spearheaded by
brothers Sarva/Shrii Himanshu Dase from Raipur and Raja from Chennai.
Evening was spent with an outstanding display of RAWA (Renaissance Artist's and Writer's Association) Cultural
programme by the students of Creative Heaven. The cultural show of 2 hours was choreographed by Shriimati Pratima
Sharma, Director Creative Heaven, Patna. Compering by done by A'ca'rya' Prabha didi.
Next days programme started with the launching of Ja'grti – a a quarterly journal for inspiring women to lead a
dignified life fighting the superstitious and dogmatic ideas viz. caste, community, lingual, regional, racial and
physiognomy - prevalent in our society. In addition it will fight the modern pseudo-culture propagated by the captialist
media which fosters inferiority complexes and materialism in young women. It will be edited and published from Patna by
Dr. Prabha Verma and Smt. Jyotsna Rai. Shrii Surendra Kumar IAS of Kerala cadre kindly consented to declare the Ja'grti
journal open for public reading.
Among the agenda of the journal is to prepare young women for a spiritual marriage based on a life of social service.
The life of an ideal student commited to celibacy, spirituality and social activism to prepare for a spiritual marriage will be
delineated in the journal and in cheap literature. In addition the journal will highlight issues of child marriage, caste based
violence against women and the rapid increase in the trafficing of women.
In the afternoon a revolutionary marriage was also performed between Shrii Jitu and Kumari Kumud. Both belonged
to different castes and were discouraged for doing so by their community.
The highlight of the programme was identification of state/regional co-coordinators,who will encourage
prospective brides and grooms to interact and decide to marry discarding all kinds on unnatural divisions between human
beings viz caste, creed, colour, religion, nationality and others.
On this occasion following resolutions were adopted.
1. A marriage counseling team will soon be constituted to help the prospective candidates understand the subtleties
of revolutionary marriage. In particular the mutual dedication to life-long social service will be highlighted. The team will
largely draw its members from the family acaryas/ senior margiis of the region. In addition, in future, training in social
activism, running cooperatives, farming and other activities vital for running a Master Unit (cakranemi; ecovillage) will
be given
2. Formal programme involving similar other couples in the society in general, who got married in different caste and
religions should be launched throughout the country. This will help encourage them to boldly face difficulties sometimes
created by the family/society and others and to provide free legal help, if need be.
3. To organise regional Ananda Marga Revolutionary Marriage Conventions (AMRMC) to strengthen the
movement. The conventions will be held in poor areas of the country so as to help dalit, adivasi and other marginalized
populations of India to learn about Revolutionary Marriage and to increase the social diversity of current Ananda Marga
marriages.
4. To popularise the Revolutionary marriage website – www.societybuilding.org – among the members of society to
help in match-making among the bold and courageous boys and girls to take conclusive decision. The website will also
have networks in different parts of India so that those couples who are fleeing their native place to have an inter-caste
marriage can find a safe shelter and counseling about their future. This way Ananda Marga will become a shelter across
India for those seeking marriage outside caste and religion.
5. To evolve a suitable system to help rehabilitate RM couples settle financially through encouraging co-operative
movement. The problem of those who are not having Revolutionary Marriage due to poverty will also be studied and a
program for such margis will be created. Then the program will be extended to unemployed youth in poor areas who lack
finances to be married. Training in cooperatives, the ideals of revolutionary marriage will prepare the best amongst them
to be settled as part of an Ananda Marga Master Unit community.
The session was concluded with a future plan of action to take the movement forward to its logical conclusion of EK
MA'NAVA SAMA'JA (One Human Society). Sarva /Shrii Dr AK Bhaskar, Vijay dada, Sitaramjii, Dinesh,
Shivanarayanjii, Ajaya, Abhaya, Haldharjii, Dr. CP Shah, and among sisters Sushrii Poonam, Shweta and Aca. Prabha,
Pratima Sharma made commenadble contribution to make the programme a grand success
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PRABHAT SAMGIITA

{ Song No. 117 }

Shrii Prabhat Ranjan Sarkar

ALL TODAY ARE
INTOXICATED WITH RHYTHM

VARAŚÁR DINE SABÁKÁR SANE,
AEKYA TÁ-NE EGIE CALOEGIE CALITE NÁHI CÁHO YADI,
JHÁRÁ PATÁ-RI GALPA BOLO
SHUE, JHÁRÁ PATÁ-RI GALPA BOLO,
AEKYA TÁ-NE EGIE CALOSABÁI ÁJIKE METECHE CHANDE,
KEKÁ KALARAV SHIKHIIR KANT́HE
SALÁJ DHARAŃII NECE CALECHE SE JE
SABUJER SÁJE MAN BHOLÁLO-,
AEKYA TÁ-NE EGIE CALOHÁSI KHUSHI BHARÁ EI SAMÁROHE'
UTALÁ PAVAN NÁNÁ DIKE BAHE
ÁLÁPE ÁVESHE GÁNE ULLÁSE,
SABÁR JIIVAN BHARIYE TOLOAEKYA TÁ-NE EGIE CALO-

On this rainy day, together with all,
Let us move forward in one tone
If you don’t want to move onward
Tell the tales of falling leaves
Lie down, telling tales of falling leaves.
All today are intoxicated with rhythm
With the warbling of birds
And the peacocks’ resounding call
The blushing earth dancing, moving
Adorned in green, enthralling the mind.
Filled with laughter and joy in this festival
Tremulous winds blow in diverse directions
Absorbed in musical notes (áláp*)
And songs of ecstasy
Fill, fulfill the lives of everyone.

* Álápa is a rendition of a line of the song singing just one syllable only without wordings. It is sung at the
beginning of a song or sometimes in the middle. This bears deep spiritual significance because as per the author, at
such times of high frequency musical notes, the singer can go into mahábháva (a blissful, devotional Samadhi or
trance where one feels the touch of the Beloved in every pore of one’s being).

(Translated from Bengali original)

ETERNAL SONG OF

The Proutists
- Shrii P.R. Sarkar

Morality is the demand of the day.
'Prout' - the cry of the suffering humanity.
Wise you be, may not or may,
If sincere, success a certainty.
Fee fy fo fum.
Expel the demons from physical stratum.
Fee fy fo fum.
Expel the exploiters from economic stratum.
Fee fy fo fum.
Expel the brutes from psychic stratum.
Fee fy fo fum.
Expel the parasites from spiritual stratum.
Human body is to serve one and all,
Human mind to attend Cosmic Call,
Human spirit at the altar Supreme,
Surrender and be Supreme.
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